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I, was Adolph Harnack, brilliant exponent of lib 
eral theology and penetrating observer of the his- 
toric scene about the turn of the century, who declared 
that “there is something touching in the anxiety which 
everyone shows to rediscover himself, together with 
his own point of view and his own circle of interest, 
in this Jesus Christ, or at least to get a share in him.” 
lhis phenomenon has been no less evident in the half 
century since Harnack thus expressed himself in his 
memorable lectures on the essence of Christianity. 
Few indeed have been those who have read the Gospels 
with serious attention and have not been sympatheti- 
cally drawn to the portrait of Jesus Christ there drawn. 
There is genuine pathos, however, in the observation 
that many a modern inquirer in his quest of Jesus, 
finding the Jesus of the Gospels unacceptable, more 
or less unconsciously refashions the portrait to conform 
Jesus to his own presuppositions or predilections. 

Although Harnack himself spoke so self-assuredly 
regarding his understanding of Jesus, it was not long 
before criticism had exposed the subjuctivity of his 
reconstruction and had effectively shown that he had 
been guilty of presenting a radical modernization of 
Jesus. In seeking to maintain the thesis that “the gospel 
of Jesus proclaimed that it had to do with the Father 
only, and not with the Son,” and in interpreting 
lesus’ messianic claims and his eschatological teaching 
as merely formal or peripheral and ultimately as 
expendable, Harnack came to be recognized as arbi- 
trarily eliminating that which was uncongenial to his 
modern spirit. Nevertheless, in terms of his own per- 
spective, he was captivated by the history and per- 
sonality of Jesus. For he thought of Jesus not only 
is a teacher but as one who was connected with the 
gospel as “its personal realization and its strength.” 
Christianity to him was not a question of a doctrine— 
not even the teaching of Jesus—being handed down, 
but rather of a life “again and again kindled afresh,” 
as one came under the impact of Jesus’ personality. 

It may also be recalled that Wilhelm Herrmann, 
Harnack’s peer as a spokesman for liberal Christianity, 
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was perhaps even more emphatic in interpreting reli 
gion in Christ-centered terms. If one supposed that the 
liberal theology conceived of Jesus merely as a moral 
teacher and example, and that accordingly the religion 
of the liberal was devoid of fervor and power, he would 
be bound to undergo a revolutionary change of judg 
ment if he came really to know Herrmann. Thus, at 
any rate, J. Gresham Machen, as he sat under Herr 
mann in 1905, was completely overwhelmed at the 
evidence of his religious earnestness as expressed in 
terms of “absolute confidence” in and “absolute joyful 
subjection” to Jesus. Such occupation with the figure 
of Jesus Christ and such confidence and devotion, how 
ever, did not serve to establish Herrmann’s theology 
on a sure foundation. His view also was soon recog- 
nized as essentially a modernization of Jesus. But 
there is a heightening of pathos as one contemplates 
the sincerity of his mistaken response to the testimony 
of the Gospels regarding Jesus. 


INVOKING THE SPIRIT OF JESUS 


Among those who struck powerful blows that shattered 
the portrait of the liberal Jesus was Albert Schweitzer. 
The very elements which Harnack had found most 
uncongenial, namely, the messianic and eschatological 
teaching, and which had, as Schweitzer says, “ingenu- 
ously and covertly” been rejected, Schweitzer declared 
to be the central and dominating features of Jesus’ life 
and thought. Although Schweitzer’s interpretation suf- 
fers from one-sidedness and other basic defects, he must 
be credited with an epochal contribution toward the 
understanding of the witness of the gospel. As the 
result of the impact of his views it would seem that no 
serious student of the Gospels can ever contend again 
for an essentially non-eschatological understanding of 
Jesus. But an even greater pathos can be found in 
Schweitzer’s evaluation of Jesus than in the older Lib- 
eralism. For no longer is it one of a more or less artless 
kind. It is now a self-conscious pathos in the presence 
of tragedy of gigantic proportions. This is so because 
the Jesus whom Schweitzer searches out, though he is 
described as an “imperious ruler” and as possessing the 
“volcanic force of an incalculable personality,” was a 
mere man who was completely disillusioned on the 
cross. Moreover, subsequent history is regarded as hav- 
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ing demonstrated that Jesus was completely in error 
with regard to his most basic thoughts regarding his 
life and destiny. Although Schweitzer wrote a doctoral 
dissertation to defend the sanity of Jesus, his own in- 
terpretation of Jesus’ self-consciousness appears to place 
too great a burden upon him for any healthy person to 
endure. The end of the story, as Schweitzer depicts it, 
is therefore utterly pathetic. 

But the extent of the pathos in Schweitzer’s con- 
struction is even now not fully measured. For it is 
touching to observe how Schweitzer, having radically 
rejected the eschatology of Jesus and the Jesus of 
eschatology, nevertheless is not able to let him go. And 
in spite of his judgments upon the liberal theology he 
himself ends up by being a liberal! Now, however, this 
occurs without the benefit of the liberals’ appeal to “the 
historical Jesus.” And Schweitzer is not less arbitrary 
than the liberal when he likewise insists that it is pos- 
sible to set aside the eschatological as husk and to 
retain as kernel something that has little or nothing to 
do with Jesus’ own dominant ideas. And so Schweitzer, 
in spite of his recognition that the liberal Jesus is 
an historical illusion, and in the face of his own 
judgment that the Jesus of history as he understands 
him is altogether unworthy of trust, makes the claim 
that “the spirit of Jesus” is on the side of liberalism. 
Like David F. Strauss before him he discounts the 
significance of the historical by regarding it as consti- 
tuting only the outward form in which with con- 
siderable variation essential religious truth comes to 
expression. And so declaring “that it is not Jesus as 
historically known, but Jesus as spiritually arisen within 
men,” he sets out to develop his ethical mysticism. 

Can one conceive of greater pathos than that which 
confronts us here? According to Schweitzer’s view, the 
more fully that we come to a genuine knowledge of 
Jesus as he lived on earth, the more impossible it be- 
comes to accept his central self-appraisal. Nevertheless, 
in spite of his being persona non grata as he appeared 
in history, we are told that we need not be discouraged. 
Indeed, we may be basically indifferent to the results 
of our study of what the Gospels have to say concern- 
ing him, and yet we are to suppose that we may come to 
genuine knowledge and experience of “his spirit.” 


THE PENDULUM OF CRITICISM 


Speaking rather broadly of certain dominant trends of 
gospel criticism, we may observe that this basic char- 
acteristic is evident again and again. There has indeed 
been some genuine progress in interpretation, not only 
as it concerns eschatology, but also as it relates to the 
broader impact which the Gospels as a whole make 
upon us. Schweitzer's extreme views have been cor- 
rected and modified by subsequent criticism as far as 
most New Testament scholars are concerned. His one- 
sided futurism in particular has been largely abandoned 
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in favor of a more comprehensive estimate of the 
manifestation of the kingdom of God and of the scope 
of the ministry of the Son of Man. There has de- 
veloped, moreover, a greater awareness that the Gospels 
are concerned with the single theme of God’s decisive 
action in Christ for man’s salvation, that this action 
finds climactic expression in the cross and the resurrec- 
tion, and that, accordingly, the message of the Gospels 
resists dissection of kernel and husk after the manner 
of the liberals. Thus, also the unity of the New Testa 

ment, particularly in its central concern with salvation 
history, is substantially discerned and acknowledged. 

To a significant extent, however, exegetical gain has 
spelled historical and religious loss. For it is especially 
the more radical critics who, having recognized that 
the Gospels proclaim a message of supernatural salva 
tion through Jesus Christ, but disallowing that this 
could have been Jesus’ own conception of his ministry, 
regard the Gospels as essentially dogmatic constructions 
rather than historical memoirs. And so the Christian 
community, whether in Palestine or in the Hellenistic 
world beyond, has been held mainly responsible for the 
origin of the Christian message. By this approach, 
Jesus Christ becomes a vague and misty figure in the 
background, about whom we have little or no certain 
knowledge. 

Among recent New Testament scholars Rudolf Bult- 
mann is perhaps the most representative of these latter 
tendencies. As the result of his application of the 
method of form criticism, only a few remnants of the 
Gospel tradition are regarded as applicable to the Jesus 
of history. Bultmann has even said that he would have 
no quarrel with anyone who might wish to place 
“Jesus” in quotation marks as a designation for the his- 
torical phenomenon back of the Christian church. In 
the most recent phase of his thought, which is con- 
cerned with the Christian proclamation, he is indeed 
substantially faithful in expounding that proclamation 
in terms of the supernatural action of a pre-existent 
divine being who appeared on earth as a man. But he 
is compelled, in virtue of his estimate of technological 
progress and man’s understanding of his own nature 
(as “a self-subsistent unity immune from the interfer- 
ence of supernatural powers”), to regard this proclama- 
tion together with the view of the world that it 
presupposes as hopelessly obsolete. 

In certain basic respects Bultmann’s position, how- 
ever, is like that of Schweitzer. For Bultmann, too, the 
life of Jesus was a merely human life which ended in 
the tragedy of crucifixion although he had envisioned 
the dawning of a new world through supernatural in- 
tervention in history. Bultmann is more skeptical re- 
garding the testimony of the Gospels to Jesus than was 
Schweitzer, for he does not even allow that Jesus 
thought of himself as the Messiah. But this difference 
is after all only one of degree so far as the significance 
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of the life of Jesus upon earth is concerned. As noted 
above, Schweitzer, in spite of his tragic estimate of the 
Jesus of history, with startling boldness proceeds to 
reinterpret his life and spirit in liberal terms. And Bult- 
mann, in spite of even more radical judgments upon 
the life of Jesus, also becomes involved in the effort to 
separate the kernel from the husk in his judgments 
concerning Jesus and the Gospel. For example, in deal- 
ing with the message of Jesus, he acknowledges that 
jesus thought of the kingdom of God in supernatural 
terms and awaited its manifestation in world-shaking 
events such as the coming of the Son of Man, the 
resurrection of the dead, judgment and the end of the 
Nevertheless, Bultmann has the temerity to 
insist that these features of “contemporary mythology” 
do not express Jesus’ “real meaning”! “The real signifi- 
cance of the kingdom of God for the message of Jesus,” 
Bultmann declares, “lies in any case not in the dramatic 
events associated with its coming . . . it does not in- 
terest Jesus at all as a condition, but rather as the 
transcendent event, which signifies for man the great 
either—or, which compels man to decision.” It may be 
observed, therefore, that as to both method and results, 
in basic respects Bultmann’s position does not differ 
essentially from that of the liberal. 

In similar fashion, as Bultmann is concerned par- 
ticularly with the apostolic proclamation, he places an 
unbearable strain on our credulity when he outrightly 
insists that the Gospel is mythical and yet makes the 
claim that by a process of de- -mythologizing one may 
discover “the real meaning of the New Testament.” 
\s far as history is concerned, the cross is merely the 
tragic end of a great man, and the resurrection itself 
is not an event of past history. Nevertheless, the cross 
and the resurrection are viewed as forming “a single, 
indivisible cosmic event” which we may experience 
as an event in the word of preaching as we acknowl- 
edge that by the grace of God we understand our exist- 
ence in terms of being crucified and risen with Christ. 

Considering how profoundly skeptical Bultmann is 
concerning the possibility of knowledge of the historical 
Jesus and his scornful repudiation of the Christian 
kerygma as that comes to us in the New Testament, 
we might expect that he would let Jesus go and frankly 
espouse a Christless religion or philosophy. Yet he does 
not do that. And it remains significant that, in spite 
of the centrifugal forces which drive him away from 
Jesus Christ, there remains an impact of Christian tra- 
dition which somewhat restrains this outward course. 

There are, to be sure, many other scholars whose ap- 
proach to Jesus and the gospel is far less skeptical and 
negative than that of Bultmann. Among such scholars 
a nigher estimate of the trustworthiness of the gospel 
tradition prevails; and hence the Christian community 
is assigned a less creative or transforming influence. 
Nevertheless, among modern students of the New Tes- 
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tament generally we find the characteristic liberal fail 
ure to see the New Testament message as a unity or to 
accept it in its entirety. Perhaps the clearest illustration 
of this tendency is found in the fate of eschatology. For 
one of the most striking features of present-day thought 
about the New Testament is that, speaking generally, 
the clearer the apprehension of the inclusion of dis 
tinctively eschatological features in that message, the 
greater the insistence upon discounting or minimizing 
them. The latter may be done by “interpreting” them 
in terms of timelessness, as not only Bultmann but also 
Lohmeyer, Barth, and others have done. Or a similar 
result may be achieved by the approach of C. H. Dodd 
who, by interpret ation and criticism, develops the 
formula of “realized eschatology.” 

The defining of the gospel in Christocentric terms 
or in terms of salvation history is a highly salutary 
emphasis compared with that of the older Liberalism. 
Nevertheless, when the entire testimony of Scripture 
is not acknowledged as authoritative when Christ is 
not received in all the fullness of the testimony that 
the Scriptures contain. When his eschatological mes- 
sage is affirmed and denied at the same time, there may 
indeed be a poignant wrestling with the historical and 
personal problem of Jesus Christ and his meaning for 
us. But the element of pathos remains as long as men 
do not come to the place where with all their hearts 
they receive and embrace Jesus Christ as the Scriptures 
present him to us. 

For the evangelical, the recognition of this factor 
should provide no basis whatever for conceit or com 
placency. First of all, he will be constrained to search 
his own mind and heart to see whether he has come 
fully to the place where he no longer sits in judgment 
upon Christ but rather is characterized by wholehearted 
commitment and submission to him. And then he will 
be deeply moved, as he contemplates with tears the 
pathos conspicuous in much of present-day religious 
faith, to rededicate himself to the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion, a ministry which points men first of all to the 
manner in which in Christ God was reconciling the 
world unto himself and then beseeches them in 





Christ's name to be reconciled unto God. END 
WE QUOTE: 
JOHN KNOX 


Professor, Union Theological Seminary 


The preacher’s message must be derived, not from current 
events or current literature or current trends of one sort or 
another, not from the pholosophers, the statesmen, or the 
poets, not even, in the last resort, from the preacher's own 
experience or reflection, but from the Scriptures. There is, of 
course, nothing really new about this. That it needs to be said 
again, and with fresh emphasis, means only that preaching 
has departed in this respect from its own tradition.—In The 
Integrity of Preaching, p. 9. 


“5 






















































































































































































CHRISTIANITY TODAY 





April 29, 1957 








he Headship of Christ is a biblical truth that has 

come to a fuller recognition in the Reformation 
and in the Reformed Church. All Christians profess 
Christ as the heavenly head of the Church. But cler- 
icalism in Roman Catholicism and its counterpart in 
other denominations, places the word of the church on 
a level with the word of her Lord. True Protestantism 
subordinates the decisions of the church to the voice 
of the Lord. For the evangelical, the church is the 
servant of the Lord, not his confidential adviser. The 
Headship of Christ carries the implication that the 
risen Redeemer, whose gracious presence brings for- 
giveness and spiritual life, is the sole King and the 
only Lawgiver in Zion. 


HISTORICAL SETTING 


The high watermark of the Reformation was Luther’s 
act of hurling into the flames the canon law of the 
Roman Church, December 10, 1520. The lawyers 
stood aghast, for that law had ruled Europe for a 
aes Luther likewise realized the gravity of his 

. He told his students that to continue to follow him 
nab mean martyrdom for them as it would for him. 
But he also reminded them that since they now knew 
the Gospel, to forsake it meant Hell. Thus the author- 
ity of the Roman Curia was cast down; the word of the 
Saviour was to be the only rule in the Church of the 
Gospel. 

Luther, in his way, took up the tradition of Wycliffe 
and the Hussites, even as in turn his glorious testimony 
was carried more completely into the government and 
worship of the Church by Zwingli, Calvin, Knox and 
the Scottish Kirk. Our Reformed heritage holds that 
the Holy Scriptures, as the mouth of the Lord, contain 
all that is necessary for Christian faith, life and worship. 

The Evangelicals i in Scotland sought a warrant from 
the Divine Writ for everything introduced into the 
government and worship of the Kirk. The Episco- 
palians and the Erastians acknowledged the mystical 
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Headship of Christ over the individual believer, _ 
the Presbyterians and the Evangelicals insisted, 
addition to this mystical Headship, upon the iidica 
Headship, or Kingship, of Christ over his corporate 
people. For them the Bible was the ultimate constitu- 
tion and the only lawbook for the Church. 





THE BIBLICAL BASIS 


In his earthly ministry, our Lord affirmed his authority 
to forgive sins, to cast out demons, to set forth doctrine. 
to give eternal life, to execute judgment, to lay down 
his own life and to take it again. After his Resurrec 
tion, Jesus declared that all authority had been given 
unto him in heaven and on earth. At Pentecost, Peter 
pointed to him exalted to God’s right hand, as Lord 
and Christ, occupying there the throne of which 
David's throne in old Jerusalem was the type. As a 
result of the work of Christ, Satan fell as lightning 
from heaven. In place of the adversary, there is now 
at God's right hand the mediator, the prince and 
Savior who gives repentance and the remission of 
sins. “Now is come the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his 
Christ; for the accuser of his brethren is cast out” 
(Rev. 12:10). As a result of his life and death of 
obedience, Christ was given by the Father the name 
which is above every name, his own name of Lord. 
God has placed all things under his feet and given 
him in this plenitude of lordship to fill his body, the 
Church, with all things needful for her blessing and 
her ministries. 

The Church is pervaded by his presence, animated 
by his spirit, filled with his life, energies and grace, 
governed by his authority and used as his instrument 
for bringing men into his all-embracing act of salva- 
tion. He is the sole head of the Church, which re- 
ceives from him what he himself possesses and is 
endowed by him with all that she requires for the 
realization of her vocation. 






APPLICATION TO LIFE 


Features of the application have already been indi- 
cated in this treatment. Fundamental in the thinking 
of our Scottish forebears was their conception of the 
proper attitude of a loyal heart to our gracious Savior 
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and king. A loyal spirit cannot brook the thought that 
our King of Grace is niggardly in the provisions he has 
made for his people. Accordingly, the way of plenty 
and of progress in the church is the narrow way of 
the sole headship and kingship of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

For one thing, the sole headship and kingship of 
Christ is placed over against any allegiance owed by 
the Church to any state. In 1638, the Kirk of Scotland 
unfurled a blue banner with the legend “For Christ's 
Crown and Covenant.” Marshaled under this banner, 
the Kirk repelled the efforts of King Charles to force 
upon her officers a worship not warranted in the Word. 
In 1752, the Rev. Thomas Gillespie refused to share in 
the installation of Andrew Richardson at Inverkeithing 
because he was appointed by the patron against the 
will of the parishioners. In 1833, Dr. Thomas Chal- 
mers led the Free Kirk out of a state control that en- 
forced patronage. In the United States in 1861, the 
commissioners of the Southern Presbyteries organized 
what is now the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States as a protest against the effort to tie the allegiance 
of all Presbyterians to President Lincoln and the Fed- 
eral government. In addition to the Southern organiza- 
tion, protest was filed against the 1861 loyalty resolu- 
tions by a minority in the Old School Assembly led 
by Dr. Charles Hodge. Moreover, the 1953 General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America recognized that its majority action 
in 1861 was in error. 

Calvin sets forth two governments, Church and 
State, each ordained by God, neither subject to the 
other. The Christian is subject to the one as a be- 
liever, to the other as a citizen. Under the sole King- 
ship of Christ, the Church is subject neither to the 
Roman Pope, nor to the British King, nor to the 
American President, nor to a German Fuhrer nor to 
any communist dictator. 


A SPECIFIC COMMISSION 


Second, the Church recognizes the Headship of Christ 
in seeking to do only those things which he has com- 
missioned her to do. As she receives Christ's righteous- 
ness by his saving presence, so also the Holy Spirit 
makes her his instrument to preach his word, mortify 
the flesh and manifest his love to men. The Church is 
not in the world to find problems to solve or issues on 
which to pass resolutions. She has her gospel given 
her by God, the proclamation of Christ as prophet, 
as priest and as king, the testimony to the grace of 
his coming in humiliation and the glory of his coming 
in power. She is commissioned to offer the Gospel of 
free salvation through his atonement, to expound the 
word to his body, to be the pillar and ground of the 
truth, to carry the evangel to all nations. It is not 
her business to carry out every good thing that needs 





doing in the governmental, international, economic, 
social or political structure of the world. 


SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE 
Third, the Headship of Christ proclaims the Holy 


Scriptures as the unique and sufficient rule of faith, 
of practice and of worship. The Church is not merely 
to give pious advice, neither is she a lawmaking body. 
She is a court to declare, rather than a legislature to 
make, laws. She is to declare, administer and enforce 
the law of Christ given in the word. Without a 
scriptural warrant she can make no requirement bind 
ing the consciences of men. Those who seek to 
legislate on their own authority are reminded that it 
is a man-sized job to get people to live according to 
the Bible—without adding to it. We can err in inter- 
preting and applying Scripture; we multiply error 
when we first make our own laws and then use the 
Church of God to enforce them. Accordingly, nothing 
ought to be regarded as a matter of offense or as a 
cause for discipline in the Church except that which 
can be shown to be contrary to the word of God. 


THE KING‘S ORDERS 
Fourth, the Headship of Christ is recognized in the 


effort to conform worship and government to those 
things the king has provided in his word. The in- 
junction against worshipping graven images is united 
with and to some extent hidden under the First Com- 
mandment in the Roman Catholic and Lutheran 
numbering but is given full force as the Second 
Commandment in the Reformed faith. With this 
emphasis, the Reformed Church has sought to intro- 
duce into God’s worship only those things provided 
in his word. Pictures have pedagogical value, but 
God has not ordained them to be used as aids in his 
worship. We would tread the courts of the Most High 
only in the ways of his ordering. The Good Book is 
also the book of common worship, the book of etiquette 
instructing us in how we ought to conduct ourselves 
in the court of the King of Kings. 

Similarly, the question of what officers the Church 
ought to have, and whether they are to men or women, 
is first of all a question of the ordering of the King. 
The Church is not in the first place a democracy, but 
a theocracy (I Cor. 12:28), a Christocracy (Eph. 4:11), 
a pneumatocracy (Acts 20:28). Thus the election 
of officers in a congregation is not democracy’s right 
to choose whom she would as her spokesmen; but 
God’s trusting the priesthood of believers to elect those 
men who have the marks he has laid down for their 
respective offices. 

Finally, the Headship of Christ means that the 
officers of his ordaining receive their positions, em 
powering gifts, authority and equipment from the Lord 
Jesus, and to him they are 


(Continued on page 27) 
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A a Protestant layman I have come to the firm belief 
that ecumenicity of spirit and purpose is more 
to be desired than organic union of our American 
churches. I assume that Protestant pastors and laymen 

are equally concerned about organizational changes 
that occur as church mergers take place. 

If our ecumenical movement does not lead us in this 
direction of spiritual ecumenicity, I think Protestantism 
will lose much of its richest heritage. The over-all aim 
of Protestants, it seems to me, is to unite on the very 
highest levels, ideologically, and to be able to present a 
unified voice on major social, economic and political 
issues facing our nation. 


THE BIG AND THE DICTATORIAL 


The trick is to accomplish this worthy goal without 
pushing the layman aside—to have all the adv: antages 
of the “one voice” idea without damaging the individ- 

ual’s relationship to his God and to his church. The 
problem revolves, in part, around the task of becoming 
big without becoming dictatorial; of becoming part of 
a greater whole and still retaining effective, independ- 
ent self-expression. 

We were discussing this at home one evening. In 
our town the daily newspapers carry rather complete 
reports of the annual church meetings: elections of 
oflicers, fixing of budgets, reports of progress and out- 
lines of goals ahead. My father, for more than 40 years 
a clergyman, noted that the bishop of the Catholic 
diocese had announced his appointments to the dioce- 
san boards. This encompassed many parishes and sym- 
bolized in one act the authoritarian character of a “one 
voice” church. How different from the democratic 
actions of the various Protestant groups who had elected 
their officers and outlined their own plans in free 
discussion. 

There probably is no great ground swell toward 
organic union. There may not be a popular demand at 
the grass roots for further mergers of our American 
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editor of the Lincoln Evening Journal in Nebraska for 13 
years, and formerly edited its church page. He works at 
close range with the Nebraska Council of Churches, and is 
an active member of his home church in Lincoln, Southmin- 
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But we all know that the forces of 


denominations. 
ecumenicity (of which we ourselves may proudly be a 
part) are at work. It is timely, therefore, to ask ques- 
tions about the nature of the unity that may be con- 
templated. The man in the pew and the man in the 
pulpit have a stake in the decisions that are to be made. 


THE DICTATES FROM ON HIGH 


Who will run united Protestantism? Will it be demo 
cratically governed? What role will laymen play? How 
important and how effective will be the voices of indi 
vidual churches? How rigid will be the dictates from 
on high? In short, will control be vested in the hands 
of only a few men? 

Let me illustrate the importance of these questions 
in regard to a specific problem raised by organic merger 
of two denominations. About ten years ago my denomi 
nation (United Brethren in Christ) otal with an- 
other (Evangelical) in a merger supported with equal 
enthusiasm, I would say, by clergy and laymen alike. 
It was a logical development. There were no great 
creedal differences, and historically the two churches 
had traveled parallel paths. 

I know, as everyone close to such mergers knows, 
that compromises must often be made in the interests 
of unity. In this instance one of the things which 
underwent re-examination was the united denomina 
tion’s policies and programs for higher education. Two 
seminaries now operate instead of three. One college 
has been closed in an attempt at economy and effi- 
ciency. Although many factors were involved in the 
decision to close the one school (through merger with 
another), the important fact is that its board of trustees 
repeatedly voted to replace a building destroyed by 
fire and to continue operation of the school on an ex- 
panded basis while, at the same time, the general 
church board controlling the funds for the colleges 
insisted that it be closed. This insistence was made 
effective by the board’s cutting off denominational 
grants essential to the school’s survival. 

It can be argued, and with some cogency, that this 
was merely a matter of judgment. With this I do not 
disagree. But the important point here is that the cen- 
tralized body exercised the final judgment over the re- 
peated protests of the local governing body. 
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Laymen are concerned about such things. It is ob- 
vious that because of their daily work, laymen cannot 
generally spend as much time with commissions, boards 
or committees on a national level or even on a state 
level, as they can with their local churches. The same 
is true of the average small parish pastor. It is my con- 
tention, then, that organic union and centralization of 
authority do indeed represent a genuine threat to 
Protestantism. 


DRIFTING TOWARD CONTROL 


To me, it appears there is likely to be a drift toward 
high-level ecclesiastical control of church business and 
policy. 

That this potential shift to increased concentration 
of power is present concerns those within and outside 
the church because of the very considerable effect that 
church thought and action have on the nation’s eco- 
nomic and political life—to say nothing of their effect 
on the development of the spiritual man. 

Dr. Elton Trueblood sees this as an age of growing 
importance for the layman. But it is my observation 
that the lay movement and the ecclesiastically engi- 
neered church mergers are not nicely meshed so that 
the church will move “like a mighty army.” 


LAYMAN’‘S POINT OF VIEW 


Looking at the problem from the layman’s point of 
view, it seems to me that it is basic in Protestantism 
that we retain every particle of democracy we can as 
we move toward a union of faith and action. 

It should be emphasized, as I see it, that almost all 
Christendom is working toward the union of Christ's 
Church in accordance with varying interpretations of 
the universally accepted belief that Christ is its Head. 
Therefore, discussion turns not upon the desirability 
of unity but, rather, on how it should be accomplished 
and of what it should consist. 

Our councils of churches, at various levels, are find- 
ing common fields of action. This is greatly to be de- 
sired. It is perhaps a natural consequence that one 
after another our great Protestant bodies are exploring 
the idea of organic union and often achieving it. How- 
ever, in church government, as in civil government, it 
is axiomatic that the larger the governing unit, the 
smaller the voice of the individual. 

The net effect of larger denominations is to remove 
laymen still farther from the points where decisions 
are made, leaving the higher eschelon clergy in more 
powerful control of church policy, creed and govern- 
ment. This I oppose. 

Vould it be heretical to suggest that in a large meas- 
ure the Church as Christ wanted it may already be 
established in the hearts and minds of Christian be- 
lievers and that organic union is not an essential to its 
fulfillment? 






It has been said (perhaps too often) that democracy 
and Christianity have much in common. They both 
stress initiative, provide freedom of expression, empha- 
size equality of opportunity and are based on the in- 
herent value of the individual. I am not eager to say 
that the Christian faith can operate only in the political 
and economic framework of democracy. But I do say 
that the layman can best practice his religion in an 
atmosphere of freedom and that this is one of the great 
reasons America has achieved a place of world leader 
ship, imperfect though this may be. 

Thus I believe that the layman plays an important 
role in God's plan. Possibly Christ would be distressed 
were he to see the multiplicity of methods, creeds and 
rituals used in worshipping him. But he might overlook 
the mere mechanics of man’s approach to him if he saw 
the pathway clear for each man to find his way to 
worship God. There are almost 250 Protestant de- 
nominations in the United States today. And yet, even 
with the vehicle of representative government pro- 
vided by many of them, the layman ald little voice in 
state, national or world church administration. 


WITHOUT ORGANIC UNION? 


If the end we seek in promoting ecumenicity is spirit- 
ual unity, can it not be achieved without organic 
union? Or, if there are forces promoting religious 
regimentation, can they achieve it more effectively by 
any means other than organic union? 

Should the ecumenical movement result only in the 
building of church giants or one giant Protestant 
church, we might some day face the threat of a Protes- 
tant hierarchy ‘having in it the seeds of regimentation 
and unyielding scatliniiiaiaalone. 


A FELLOWSHIP OF THE SPIRIT 


The ecumenical movement, in my opinion, will serve 
both God and man best if it develops as a fellow- 
ship of the spirit. A centralization of religious organi- 
zation and thought is as dangerous to Protestantism as 
similar trends are to democracy in the realm of civil 
government. 

It is not to be supposed that leaders of contemplated 
or effected church mergers are guilty of willful designs 
against a democratic Protestantism. I prefer to believe 
that all church mergers are motivated by the highest of 
Christian ethical standards, and perhaps they are, but 
there is the omnipresent danger of spiritual democracy 
being sacrificed on the altar of organizational bigness. 

The long-range dangers are real enough, however, 
to be of genuine concern to clerics and laymen alike 
who are charged equally with the burden of carrying 
out the Christian mission. Anything less than this co- 
operative spirit is unworthy of the Protestant tradition 
and unworthy, too, of Christ who had to enlist imper- 
fect men of his age to do his work. END 
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had never taken much interest in speculation con- 

cerning space ships, space men, flying saucers and 
such. And yet the moment that the man appeared . 
my study door I knew that he was not of the earth. 
was not that he differed greatly from earth men : 
physical characteristics. There was nothing grotesque 
or frightening about his appearance. He was a superb 
physical specimen. It was the radiance about his face 
which convinced me that here was a visitor from 
another planet. He possessed that quality which the 
medieval artists sought to portray when they painted 
halos on the saints. 

His first words confirmed my deduction. “Excuse me, 

r,” he said, “I am from outer space. My car is in the 
field west of the church.” His “car” proved to be a fly- 
ing saucer surprisingly similar to the type portrayed in 
current fiction. 

“I am a free-lance journalist,” he went on, “working 
on a feature. I want to visit some of the places on 
earth where people have not heard of Christ. Perhaps 
you will be so kind as to be my guide?” 

“Do YOU know about Christ?” I asked. 

“Oh, yes,” he replied. “There is but one God of the 
universe. He revealed himself to our planet just as he 
did to Earth by sending his only begotten Son as our 
Savior. E verything about his incarnation was just the 
same as it was at Bethlehem. The remainder of the 
story is the same also; the Savior died for our sins and 
arose again. The only difference is that our people have 
accepted what Christ has done. The first disciples 
were faithful in their witness, and others since then 
have been just as faithful. It was not long until all of 
the kingdoms of our planet became the kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and he is today enthroned in every 
heart. Oh, yes; we know about Christ!” 

He paused, and I reflected that this brief statement 
made many things plain. This was the secret of the 
radiance of his personality. All of his fellows would 
have that same glow. This too was the explanation of 
their advanced state of intellectual development, their 
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The Man from Outer Space 
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And I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I must 
bring them also, and they will heed my voice (John 10:16). 


superiority in the field of science as evidenced in their 
conquest of the space barrier. With everyone serving 
Christ their energies would not have been devastated 
in war or ravaged by poverty and disease. 

My guest was speaking again. “Our people have 
difficulty in conceiving of life where Christ is not 
known. If you will accompany me as my guide to a 
few such places I will be obliged.” 

In a few moments we were in his car, as he called it, 

and were hurtling through space. As we went my 
companion told me something of his way of life, and 
[ realized that compared with ours his should be spelled 
with a capital “L.” He was re what Jesus had 
envisioned when he said, “I am come that you might 
have life, and that you ot have it more abundantly.” 
I saw that the glorious prophecies of Isaiah had been 
literally fulfilled upon his planet: “The glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it to- 
gether”; “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain, saith the Lord”; “The whole earth shall b 
full of his glory.” 

We touched down first in Japan. A missionary friend 
took us to a remote mountain community of 10, 000 per 
sons not one of whom is a professing Christian. A 
huge Shinto shrine dominates the town. The shrine is 
served by more than 200 priests who preside at the 
mechanical rituals which have little or no religious 
significance. While the people here were outwardly 
cheerful there was an air of depressing hopelessness 
which made us sad. I thought that the community was 
a good example of a place where Christ was unknown, 
but my friend from outer space did not agree. “It is 
true that these people do not know Christ, never hav- 
ing heard his name; but,” he said, “even this remote 
community in a heathen land is not untouched by 
Christian civilization. The hospital, although pitifully 
inadequate, would not be here had Christ not come to 
earth. The schools reflect an inspiration which Shin- 
toism failed to produce in 2000 years. These are by- 
products of western civilization, which is itself a by- 
product of Christianity.” 

So I guided him to the fastness of inner Mongolia to 
an area so remote that I could have believed myself on 
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another planet. I explained to my friend that it was re- 
ported that not even the Communists had yet penetrated 
to this region. He looked at me strangely and made a 
remark which haunts me still. “Even the Communists, 
did you say? Am I to infer that the Communists excel 
the Christians in missionary zeal and enterprise?” 

Well, we would not find any westernizing influence 
here. The people were so primitive that I was fearful 
what our reception might be. To my relief we were 
received with grave courtesy and kindness. I was 
astounded to discover that a few of the people could 
converse with us. A long time ago a white man had 
come to them and lived among them. He had given 
them a book, and had taught a few of them his lan- 
guage that they might read the book. This they were 
still doing. They brought the book to us, an ancient 
copy of the Holy Bible! There was no temple, or 
shrine or church in that place; only a Bible. Distorted 
as their understanding of the book was it was a light in 
the darkness, and they were walking in it. All of the 
darkness of that vast continent had not put out that 
tiny light. 

My telnied from outer space was deeply impressed by 
what we had discovered, but still we had not found a 
place untouched by Christian influence. 

| took him next to India. He felt that I was wasting 
his time in taking him there. “You have had mission- 
aries at work in India for well over 100 years,” he said. 
“They labored unhampered under the benevolent en- 
couragement of the British government. Surely you 
have made an impression upon the people of this land.” 

When I reported that after more than a century of 
missionary labors less than one percent of the people 
of India are nominally Christian he was incredulous. 

We flew low over the great plains of that huge sub- 
continent and observed thousands of villages many of 
which I knew had never heard of Christ. I told my 
friend how India is a land of contrasts and of incon- 
sistencies; that abject poverty and immense wealth 
exist side by side. The religion of India is largely 
Hindu. The Hindus believe that life is sacred. They 
believe that life is so sacred that nothing is to be killed. 
\ holy man will permit a louse or a flea to drive him 
half crazy rather than take its life. They do not destroy 
vermin or harmful bacteria or tubercular cattle or rabid 
animals. Life is too sacred to destroy so they stand by 
in apparent indifference as millions of human beings 
die of famine or of plague. 

My friend was deeply shocked. “And you have not 
given them Christ?” he said, accusingly. 
“Oh, but we have tried!” I protested. 
“Have you indeed?” he asked coldly. 


“Have you 


given yourselves to Christ in complete commitment and 
abandonment of self that the lost might be won to him, 
or have you only given a little of your gold?” 

In the heart of Africa we saw other people who had 








never heard of Christ. The darkness in which these 
tribes dwell is appalling. These animists live in abject 
fear of evil spirits and are under the domination of 
cruel witch doctors who exploit their superstition. As 
we observed their bondage to fear we recalled how 
Jesus had said, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free.” Yet here we were nineteen cen- 
turies later among people none of whom as yet had 
been given the truth of God as revealed in Jesus Christ. 

Suddenly the man from outer space was seized with 
fury. He fairly seethed, and I was taken with surprise 
that such a man as he was capable of such wrath. He 
had discovered that the penetration of commercial in- 
terests was greater than the penetration of the Gospel. 
We found Standard Oil and Coca-Cola where there 
was no chapel and no good news of salvation. 

“I can’t believe it!” he cried. “My people will never 
believe that Christians with the means to make Christ 
known, and the opportunity, would be less enterprising 
and less determined than are commercial interests in 
marketing their product. Is it nothing to you Christians 
in America that these live and die in darkness?” 

At last we were headed back over the Atlantic. It 
had been a harrowing experience for me because of my 
friend’s accusing observations. They were painfully true. 

He asked to see our greatest city. We found it frantic 
with preparations for Christmas. We mingled with the 
surging crowds of Christmas shoppers; shoving, elbow- 
ing people with faces hard or haggard. We heard mut- 
tered curses. My friend again became agitated as he 
had in central Africa. I guided him to the sanctuary of 
the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church where we were 
sheltered from the press. 

“What has this to do with Christmas?” he demanded. 
“How did this madness ever become a part of your com- 
memoration of the birth of the Savior?” 

I was at a loss for an answer. I did not tell him that 
there in New York City, U.S.A., we were in the midst 
of the greatest concentration of lost souls to be found 
anywhere this side of Hell. 

We were silent as we sped home, and he bid me an 
almost silent good-by. I am certain that he was glad to 
gei away. 

I am haunted by the sadness of his eyes—almost pity 
it was, as he looked at me and then looked at the church 
behind me, its cross topped spire beautiful against the 
evening sky. 

I wondered what sort of a story he would write. 

And then I found myself back at my desk, the words 
of my Sunday’s sermon text before me: “All authority 
has been given unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always 
even unto the end of the world.” END 


“ 






























CHRISTIANITY TODAY 








April 29, 1957 





t the recent Steelworkers convention, David Mc- 
Donald, president of the United Steelworkers, 
uttered even more than the usual number of words the 
leader of a great union is called on to speak on such 
occasions. But perhaps the most significant of his dec- 
larations has gone unnoticed. 

He told the delegates that unions, operating in the 
field of mutual trusteeship, have made a great contribu- 
tion toward bringing something unique “in our Amer- 
ica and Canada. We have established what is 
properly called a people's capitalism, a people's capital- 
ism which is a far cry from the old reactionary cap- 
italism which dominz ited the lives of the American 
people for so many years.” 

At the Steelworker’s convention in 1954, David Me- 
“When I say 
to you, the status quo shall not remain, I would like 
you to think 


Donald said to the assembled delegates, 


about what has been going on in the 
Steelworker’s union. We have been bringing something 
Most of the intel- 


lectual writers today conceive the trade union move- 


new into the field of trade unionism. 


ment [as] split down the middle into two distinct 
groups. One of these groups has the Marxian approach. 
The other group has a strictly bread and butter base. 
We of the 
groups. We think that type of thinking applied to 
either of those groups is antediluvian.” 


Steelworkers are not of either of these 


Fascism and Stalinism, Mr. McDonald declares, were 
both spawned by Marx and lead to despotism. The 
bread and butter approach simply says: get all you can, 
regardless of the repercussions. (Mr. McDonald ex- 
pressed no protest when, by constitutional amendment, 
his salary was raised to $50,000. Walter Reuther, on 
the other hand, refused an increase beyond $18,500 
because “he was not in the movement to get rich, and 
there were other compensations than money.” ) 


TOO NEAT A DICHOTOMY 
We might note that Mr. McDonald produces his neat 


dichotomy by ascribing it to the intellectuals, ostensibly 
A frequent contributor to national publications, Kermit Eby 
is a student of American labor trends. Professor in the Divi- 
sion of Social Sciences in the University of Chicago, he served 
from 1945 to 1948 as Director of Education and Research 
for the C. I. O. 
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students of the labor movement. Being familiar with 
these “intellectual” efforts, I must admit not being able 
to recall such a neatly packaged article. In fact, as | 
read the intellectuals, they are much more inclined to 
attempt to understand the movement of labor in its 
entirety as the product of the particular organizational 
and corporative and environmental struggles which pro 
duced them. But let’s just admit that other intellectuals 
are stupid and oversimplify, for if not we would have 
to say that Mr. McDonald puts into their mouths what 
he wishes to say! 

Continuing in the words of Mr. McDonald: “We are 
engaged in the operation of an economy which is a sort 
of mutual trusteeship. What do I mean by that? The 
days of the Andrew Carnegies and people like him are 
gone. The great corporations of our country are no 
longer owned by small family groups. Hundreds of 
thousands of stockholders own the great corporations, 
particularly in the steel industry. The United States 
Steel Corporation has almost as many stockholders as 
employees. Those stockholders, through the operations 
of some sort of voting system, employ managers. Those 
managers are simply employees of those corporations. 
Then there is another group of employees known as the 
working force. Both of these groups have this mutual 
trusteeship which operates this steel company or all of 
these steel companies. This is their mutual trusteeship, 
and in operation of tais mutual trusteeship they are 
obliged to give full consideration to everybody in- 
volved.” 


THE ‘‘THIRD ALTERNATIVE’ 
What is Mr. McDonald’s “third alternative,” his “some- 


thing new”? I think that it is contained in the eulogy 
(on Philip Murray) given by Monsignor George Hig- 
gins, associate director of the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, at the 1954 convention. “This,” he 
declares, “is not the place to analyze in detail the social 
philosophy of Philip Murray. Suffice it to say that it 
was the enlightened philosophy of a Christian states- 
man who understood as well as any other man in 
modern history the meaning and importance of indus- 
trial democracy. “The C.1.0.’, he said on one occasion, 
‘does not believe the common good can be promoted by 
government alone. Neither do we believe, he con- 
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‘that it can be solved by management alone or 
by labor alone. We do not believe in government dic- 
‘atorship or in management dictatorship. Nor, I hasten 
to add, do we believe in a labor dictatorship. We be- 
lieve in good-faith cooperation among all parties con- 
cerned. That is why we are requesting and shall 
continue to request—in spite of reactionaries—be they 
communists or so-called free enterprisers—that organ- 
ized labor be accepted by American industry as a full- 
fledged partner with an equal voice in deciding upon 
policies which will most effectively promote the general 
economic welfare. 

“We shall continue,’ he concluded, ‘to promote the 
C.1.0. Industrial Council Plan which was first sug- 
vested at our 1940 convention but which has received 
all too little public attention in the interim. The com- 
munists say it is a fascist program. We say that it is 
democracy at its best and the only alternative to either 
socialism or fascism.” 


tinued, 


ROMAN CATHOLIC PROGRAM 


Father Higgins was correct when he said that “Philip 
\lurray was a deeply religious man who made a con- 
scious effort to apply the social teachings of religion to 
the complicated economic, industrial and racial prob- 
lems of America.” What was not said is that both 
Murray's and McDonald’s emphasis was and is Catholic 
social doctrine, and the Industry Council Plan is the 

Catholic plan for economic reorganization. 

[he Industry Council Plan, as such, was first for- 
mally proposed in Quadragesimo Anno (1931). Com- 
plete cure, runs the statement in this papal encyclical, 
“of the sins of the body politic will not be possible until 
well-ordered members of the social order—industries 
and professions—are constituted in which men may 
have their place, not according to the position each had 
in the labor market but according to the respective 
social functions which each performs.” 

The Plan as such received little attention in this 
country until recently. It was first brought to the CIO 
by John Brophy, one of its founders. In 1941, it was 
proposed to the CIO convention as a means for speed- 
ing up production for national defense. The proposal 
was further elaborated and endorsed by the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference in November, 1948, and 
during the same year the CIO again endorsed the plan. 
The resolution passed by the CIO is entitled “Indus- 
trial Planning with Industrial Councils.” 


Point 3 for the “resolved” outlines the plan. “Nation- 


wide democratic industrial planning must be accom- 
panied from the outset and permanently thereafter by 
Industry Councils through which such planning and 
administrative works can be kept close to the people. 
Chere should be a National Production Board on which 
there would be representatives of organized labor, 
farmers, consumers, industrial management and govern- 





ment. In each of the industries coming under the plan 
there should be an Industry Council composed of repre 
sentatives of organized labor, industrial management 
and the government, and where possible, of ultimate 
consumers. The planning and administrative process 
should involve an interchange of ideas and decisions 
between the Industry Councils and the National Pro- 
duction Board in order that a general national plan 
may be evolved by democratic methods and adjusted 
and perfected constantly over a period of years.” 
John Brophy, as usual, spoke for the resolution and 
declared that, next to organizing the unorganized, this 
was Philip Murray’s greatest cunmeiienion to American 
workers. Brophy condaded, “I feel most strongly that 
if our political work is to be given the vitality it will 
need during the next decade, we must declare ourselves 


politically for a program of Industrial Planning.” 


SPELLING OUT THE DETAILS 


Thus, the program evolves: a plan, plus political im 
plication, and, history willing, the result will be a 
“just” society. Father John F. Cronin, S.J., author of 
a definitive volume called Catholic Social Action, states 
the concept of a just society: “An organic society, fitted 
to meet the common interests of diverse groups and not 
merely an accidental cohesion of essentially opposed 
elements . . . . it aims toward a basic change in the 
framework and institutions of society, rather than to 
ward specific and isolated reforms . . . . ( Cit) imposes 
the obligation of group action to reform the institutions 
of society so that the common good will be best served.” 
When more specific blueprints of the ICP are asked 
for, speakers are often inclined to reflect the attitude of 
Father Raymond McGowan, who cautions that the plan 
is many- -sided, and as yet indefinite in the matter of 
details. Results, says Father McGowan, ° ‘would depend 
entirely on who carried them out.” 

Archbishop Karl J. Alter, D.D., hierarchical chair- 
man of the National Catholic Welfare Conference’s 
Department of Social Action, has attempted to wrestle 
with some of the difficulties standing in the way of 
specific outline of the plan. In an article in The Sign, 
he says, “The chief difficulty is the disagreement among 
the proponents of the new order concerning the func- 
tion of Industry Councils. . . . A second difficulty arises 
in respect to union activities. . . . A third difficulty i is in 
the area in which Industry Councils shall operate.” 

Cautioning against a purely abstract acceptance of 
the plan, the Archbishop goes on to say: “It is, in fact, 
necessary to come down out of the realm of the ab 
stract and grapple with some concrete problems as the 
following: Shall government initiate the Industry 
Council or shall it come about by voluntary action? If 
so, by whom? Shall there be collective bargaining as 
now between labor unions and management? Shall 
strikes be allowed or forbidden, with recourse only to 
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labor courts? What rights shall owners retain as distinct 
from those of the Industry Council? Shall labor unions 
be sanctioned? . . . We know that there is far more to 
the Industry Council system than this, but we shall 
make more rapid progress if we remove the obsecurity 
surrounding some of these questions.” 


SOME CONCRETE STEPS 


Vague as the Plan still seems to be, concrete steps to- 
ward the organization of it have been taken. The Na- 
tional Industry Council Association, Inc., has been set 
up “to encourage and participate in the establishment 
of the councils of employers, employees and the public, 
suggested in the Papal social encyclicals as the Christian 
way of regulating industrial strife.” Acting as the edu- 
cational guide of the National Industry Council Asso- 
ciation is Father William J. Kelly, O. M.L., of Buffalo, 
former member of the New York State Labor Relations 
Board and a renowned arbitrator. 

In Europe, as early as 1949, rapid progress toward 
legislative enactment of the Plan had been made. In 
1949 the Belgian parliament passed a law promoting 
the establishment of an industry council system. Sim- 
ilar action was taken in Holland. From Germany, 
Bishop Aloijsius J. Muench, Regent of the Apostolic 
Nunciature in Germany, wrote in April, 1950, “In Ger- 
It is 
proposed that labor become a sharer with capital i in the 
management of the enterprise in which both are em- 
ployed. Instead of giving to capital, that is to stock- 


many a revolutionary change is in the making. 


holders, the exclusive right to choose the management, 
Labor would not 
only have a consultative voice but would be accorded 
also the right of decision. In other words, there would 
be a right of joint decision by the representatives of 
capital and of labor. . 


labor also would obtain that right. . . . 


. The enactment of a law recog- 
nizing the right of saint decision would make perhaps 
the most revolutionary change in labor relations in the 
twentieth century. . . .” 


END RESULT OF THE PLAN 


Catholic Action in the United States is set up in order 
that “men of good will” can share in “effecting the 
change.” This is being done not only nationally, 
through such groups as the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference and the National Catholic Rural Life Con- 
ference but also locally throughout the dioceses. Social 
action is a duty imposed upon every bishop and hierarch- 
ical authority in every diocese. In his book Catholic 
Social Action Cronin writes: “Normally this 
means that the bishop has selected one or more priests 
to specialize in social action work, in line with certain 
principles which he has laid down.” The second step 
is the setting up of a diocesan social action committee. 
This committee acts as a “front” for the clerical author- 
ities and enables the Church to escape blame for any 
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action that turns out to be unpopular. 
Father Cronin writes on this point: 


“When a com- 
mittee is set up in permanent form, it is important that 


its authority be clearly defined. . . . It should be ac- 
corded strong support by diocesan authorities. . . . At 
the same time it should be sufficiently detached from 
the diocesan curia to permit it some freedom of action. 
The support is necessary to win cooperation from the 
clergy. The limited independence frees the authorities 
from the necessity of making countless decisions in a 
specialized field. Furthermore, it permits official 
versal of actions imprudently taken, even if such actions 
had been the subject of prior consultation with the 
(Italics added ). 

Priests chosen to work as social action directors re 
ceive special training in economics in Catholic labor 
schools or in the social science and industrial relations 
departments of Catholic universities and colleges. Ac- 
cording to Father Cronin, the program uses “all known 
adult education and leadership techniques,” because, 
as he says, the training of leaders is “among the greatest 
and most urgent tasks of the American Church.” But 
“the training of Catholics is but a first step,” says Father 
Cronin. The ultimate aim is “the acceptance of a 
Christian social code by all groups in our society.” The 
Christian social code intended is, of course, the dogma 
of Roman Catholicism. 


authorities” 


Although there has been official sanction given to 
Catholic workers joining secular labor unions (be it 
from expediency rather than conviction), Pius XII has 
reiterated a requirement made by Pius X that “side by 
side these unions there should be associations zealously 
engaged in imbuing and forming their members in the 
teaching of religion and morality so that they in turn 
may be able to permeate the unions with that good 
spirit which should direct them in all their activity. As 
a result, the religious associations will bear good fruit 
even beyond the circle of membership.’ 

The Articles of Federation of AC TU ( Association 
of Catholic Trade Unions) state explicitly that the As- 
sociation is formed for the purpose of “carrying out this 
[the Pope's} mandate . o: (1) bring all Catholic 
working people into the unions of their occupation and 
choice; (2) to bring all the Catholic members into 
ACTU; (3) to assist the labor unions, wherever feasi- 
ble, by lawful support of just demands; and (4) to 
spread among the people the social teachings of the 
Church and the idea that it is a religious duty to aid 
the reform of society.” 

“To bear good fruit even beyond the circle of mem- 
bership” and “to spread among the people the social 
teachings of the Church’—these are not the words of 
amateurs. And the difference between amateurs and 
professionals in the political world (as perhaps else- 
where) is that professionals not only know what they 
want but also know by what methods and means it is 
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possible to get what they want. 
David McDonald’s plan, the “third way,” would 
sanctify the obvious. Ultimately the cartelization of 
American industry would be complete. Then the car- 
tels would become as powerful as the government. 
Power, filtering from cartel to government and back, 
would again give us the corporate state. If my readers 





do not understand how the corporate state operates, 
they need only study recent Indian history. 

David McDonald may not understand the end 
results of his plan, and he may not understand the 
relationship between monopoly, inflation and the cor- 
porate state, but it certainly behooves every American 


to do so! END 





“Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his 
hand to vex certain of the Church” (Acts 12:1). . . . “Peter 
therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without 
ceasing of the Church unto God for him” (Acts 12:5). . 

‘And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know 
of a surety, that the Lord has sent his angel, and delivered me 
out of the hand of Herod” (Acts 12:11). . “But he, 
beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, de- 
clared unto them how the Lord had brought him out of 
prison” (Acts 12:17). 


he above verses form a beautiful framework for 

one of the most inspiring stories of the early Chris- 
tian Church. These Scriptures describe the persecu- 
tion of the faithful in the Church during the early half 
of the First Century, yet by way of triumph over the 
subtle enemies of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Church's 
only weapon to bring victory nineteen hundred years 
ago was the simple procedure of persistent prayer. 


AMONG THE CHIEF TASKS 


How effective is the Christian Church today in its 
battle with godless and satanic forces? Whereas in the 
time of Peter a few tens of Christians worshipped and 
prayed in the home of a widowed mother in Jerusalem, 
Christ’s followers today encircle the globe. Instead of 
w omni in the homes, or in secluded caves or fields, 


\ missionary to China ron service was twice interrupted by 
Communists, Thomas I. Lee is a graduate of St. Olaf College 
and Lutheran Theological Seminary, St. Paul. In 1924 he was 
ordained by the Evangelical Lutheran Church and began mis- 
sionary effort in China. The Communist uprising in 1927 
necessitated his return to America. But in 1929 he renewed 
missionary work in China, and except for two furloughs re- 
mained until he fled to Hongkong in 1949 as superintendent 
of the Lutheran United Mission there until 1953. In 1954, 
in a difficult decision, he declined reassignment to the Hong- 
kong work, in order to stir Americans from slumber touching 
the Christian situation in China. 





Did The Church Fail Them? 


THOMAS I. 






LEE 


beautiful edifices dot our lands with spires and crosses 
to remind us of spiritual values in the midst of material- 
istic blessings. But is the Church today meeting one of 
its chief tasks: “praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with 
all perseverance and supplication for all saints” (Eph. 
6:18)? 

Were we conscientiously to answer that question, we 
must make a sad admission that we have fallen far short 
of our duties. Thinking of the persecuted Church in 
China in the light of the above question, we will have 
to admit almost total failure. Had our American and 
European congregations been cognizant of the battle 
that faced the faithful persecuted Christians of China 
and prayed constantly for them, there might have been 
a different record for the Church of China. The Chi- 
nese Christian Church was young Much of it was 
permeated with Modernism. It was unprepared for the 
spiritual battles which had faced the Church of the 
first century. When the “evil day” struck, it was un- 
able to stand. The “sending missions” of other lands 
failed them in the mission of prayer. 

The experiences of three Christian leaders in China 
and their positions today stand as an accusation against 
us for our failure in intercessory prayer. 


STORY OF PASTOR WU 


Pastor Wu, a native Chinese Christian, is a sincere and 
able servant of the Lord. Respected among the congre- 
gations, he was made President of his Lutheran Synod. 
On invitation of a Lutheran Synod, he visited in the 
United States. When the Communist Party took over 
China in 1949 and established their government, new 
and unexpected problems arose for the Church. 
Though avowedly anti-God, the new government 
feigned concern and respect for the Church. Many 
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Chinese church leaders and even missionaries were 
deceived. Through subtle and clever manipulations 
many became ensnared in the net so skillfully laid by 
the Communists. In April, 1951, the Communist 
Government brought together 158 Protestant leaders 
from all parts of China for a six day conference in 
Peking at Government expense. Pastor Wu as head 
of his Synod was forced to participate. On his return 
to his county parish he refused to carry on services 
in the manner prescribed by the Communist Party. 
He was unwilling to make the Church an enslaved 
servant of the State. For his stand he was discriminated 
against. Like many others, he learned that he could 
not live freely, and support himself and his family, 
unless he was willing to accept the “mark of the beast.” 

Finally, in the summer of 1956, the Communist- 
sponsored and controlled section of Pastor Wu’s parish 
sent a seminary graduate by the name of Chang to 
Hankow for ordination into the ministry by officials of 
the New Church. They gave Mr. Chang a suit of 
clothes, travel expenses, and money. Pastor Wu, who 
as President of the Synod should have been the ordi- 
nator, was reduced to a clerk’s job in a Government- 
operated Co-operative to gain a living for himself and 
family. Last summer, Mr. Chang’s Sunday morning 
services consisted of reading to the assembled congre- 
gation the Communist dailies and magazines and com- 
menting on them 

Does neglect of intercession in the Lutheran Church 
have any responsibility for what has happened to Pastor 
Wu and other church leaders on their Mission Field in 
Central China during the last eight years? 


PASTOR WANG MING TAO 


Another of China’s faithful church leaders is Pastor 
Wang Ming Tao. Denominationally, Mr. Wang is a 
Baptist. During his 30 year ministry he has probably 
preached to more people in China than any other living 
Chinese. He defended the Word against Modernists, 
the Christian-Shinto Japanese Church, Communists, 
and then against the Communist-sponsored and con- 
trolled Church. On the other hand, President Dr. 
Y. T. Wu of the Chinese Christian Three-Self Pa- 
triotic Church has stated in one of his books that the 
Incarnation, Virgin Birth, Resurrection and Second 
Advent of the Lord are but myths of no value to the 
Church. 

Since the inauguration of the Accusations Move- 
ment in the Peking Church Conference in April, 1951, 
Pastor Wang Ming Tao has been singled out fre- 
quently for accusation. Under the sponsorship of The 
Chinese Christian Three-Self Patriotic Movement, 
National Accusation Meetings were organized through- 
out China in the spring of 1955. Records of the pro- 
cedures of those meetings are found in the official 
church papers. 
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The July 1955 issue of The New Church was given 
almost wholly to an attack on Wang Ming Tao. The 
editor, the Rev. Ch’en Chien-Hsun, now an ordained 
pastor of the Government sponsored church, was once 
a student in the U.S.A., and for many years the editor 
of The Lutheran Weekly in China. Chief accusations 
against Wang Ming Tao were that he had refused to 
support the Government-sponsored Church—The Chi- 
nese Christian Three-Self Patriotic Movement. He 
rejected the assumption that “all men are brothers” 
under “the Fatherhood of God” regardless of spiritual 
viewpoints. Most frequently used against him was 
his literal acceptance of II Corinthians 6:14, “Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers . . .” 

In December, 1951, Mr. Wang ran an editorial in 
his publication, The Spiritual Food Quarterly, from 
which we quote the closing sentence: “Under these 
conditions the one who faithfully preaches the Word 
of God cannot but expect to meet opposition from 
some leaders in the Church and from ‘Christians’ who 
are spiritually dead, in the form of malicious slander 
and cursing. I know that this will come to pass. 
I am prepared to meet it. I covet the faithfulness and 
courage of Martin Luther.” Then follows the prayer 


Luther uttered at Worms in April, 1521, before he 
entered the presence of Emperor Charles the Fifth, 


who was requiring Luther to recant. 


Wang Ming Tao continued for nearly five years to 
minister fearlessly and to witness in Peking. Unfor- 
seen by Mr. Wang was the fact that Sunday night, 
August 7, 1955, was to be his last free service. That 
night he closed the service with Communion, and 
passed out his forty page Chinese booklet entitled: 
We, Because of Our Faith Alone. It was his defense. 
his position on the Word, over against the compromis- 
ing Communist-sponsored Church. 

About one o'clock the following morning, police 
came to the church premises with warrants for the 
arrest of Pastor and Mrs. Wang Ming Tao and 18 
Christian students who had attended the service. 
These warrants were legal in every respect, and they 
were the efforts of the Communist-sponsored Church, 
to which a number of Lutherans had contributed. 

Pastor and Mrs. Wang were subsequently brought 
to trial and sentenced to 15 years of hard labor. Mr. 
Wang was 55 years old at the time. The couple were 
incarcerated in separate cells. Early in 1956 there was 
a report that Mrs. Wang had been released from prison 
and had died. That is not true. She was released and 
is still alive. Later in 1956 reports began coming out 
of China that through the “graciousness” of the Com- 
munist Government, Wang Ming Tao had been re- 
leased after serving less than a year of his sentence. 

The report from reliable sources inside China verifies 
the fact that Wang Ming Tao has been released from 
prison, that he is “a changed man,” and that he appears 
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to be under an ominous dark cloud, worrying that he 
has done something which he should not have done. 
With Mr. Wang in his prison cell there had been two 
other “prisoners.” They were agents placed there by 
the Communist Party, a common procedure in Chinese 
prisons. These agents worked on Mr. Wang day and 
night, arguing that he was wrong in opposing the Chi- 
nese Christian Three-Self Patriotic Movement. He 
finally succumbed, signed the prepared confession, and 
was released from prison. 

What a contrast with Peter's experience in prison! 
But did the Christian Church in America support 
Wang Ming Tao during his years of persecutions? 
How much prayer was there in our Churches for this 
“prisoner of the Lord” during his brain-washing in that 
Communist cell? 


THE CASE OF PAUL MACKENSEN 


Finally, look at an American missionary imprisoned in 
China. Paul Mackensen is the son of a pastor of the 
American Lutheran Church serving in Baltimore. Now 
in his early thirties, Paul Mackensen graduated from 
St. Olaf College in 1945, and then spent three years 
in a theological seminary. He was interested in China, 
but since his own Church had no mission there, he was 
loaned to the United Lutheran Church. He went in 
1948 in the Tsingtao Area on the east coast of China. 
He had one year of language study, with a minimum of 
contacts with the Chinese people, before the Commu- 
nist occupation of that Port city in 1949. 

Sometime the night of March 7, 1952, police came 
to Mackensen’s home and took him away. The night 
following his arrest, a giant spectacle of aerial warfare 
was staged over the Tsingtao Area by Communist mili- 
tary forces. They claimed that their anti-aircraft guns 
were fighting off American Air Force planes dropping 
insects impregnated with plague-carrying germs. Dur- 
ing the three hour demonstration, the city was in total 
darkness. 

Later, German Lutheran missionaries testified that 
they never heard the sound of planes. Yet the Commu- 
nist Daily came out saying, “Two U.S. Planes Drop 
Germ-Infested Insects On Tsingtao Area.” Students 
were mobilized, each wearing a mask and carrying a 
bottle in one hand and chop-sticks in the other. They 
were going to hunt insects which the American planes 
were said to have dropped. The military forces were 
engaged in the same search. Doctors and nurses were 
organized and paraded the streets in white uniforms, 
holding high their syringes. People were urged to have 
inoculations against epidemics and plague. In the 
month following the Government carried on a con- 
stant propaganda campaign against the United States, 
then engaged in the war in Korea. All groups, particu- 
larly religious and educational, were required to par- 


ticipate. The Organized Christian Church became a 








vehicle for such Communist propaganda. 

No one knew exactly where Paul Mackensen was, 
though it was supposed that he was in a Tsingtao Prison. 
Fifteen months after his arrest, Catholic missionaries 
came out of the prison, bringing the word that Mr. 
Mackensen was there. He was charged with “threat- 
ening the security of Communist China” through his 
complicity in germ warfare. It was intimated that if 
Mackensen would confess this, he would be released. 
In 1956 Mr. Mackensen was transferred to a prison in 
Shanghai. There the New Testament taken from him 
upon entry into the Tsingtao prison was restored. 
Together with some Catholic missionaries he was 
taken on a 2000 mile tour in China, evidently to con 
dition him for favorable reporting on the New China. 

In January, 1957, Mr. Mackensen was interviewed 
by an American newsman—William Worthy—of the 
Afro-American in Baltimore. Mr. Mackensen told Mr. 
Worthy that he expected to remain in China and work 
after he had completed his five year prison term. In 
Worthy’s opinion Mackensen appeared to be brain- 
washed. On March 7, 1957, following the completion 
of his five year sentence Paul Mackensen was released 
from the prison, and that day telephoned Hongkong 
that he was remaining to work in Shanghai. 

Exactly what this may mean we do not know. One 
could surmise that a missionary would like to remain 
in China and work among the people he has learned 
to love. But, despite numerous reports to the contrary, 
it appears that the organized church in China—Cath- 
olic and Protestant—is under the direct control of the 
Communist Government. I am convinced the Commu- 
nist Party would never permit any American to move 
about in China freely unless they were very sure of that 
American’s political attitude. It is likely that he has 
been won over to the position of the Communist 
controlled Church. 


BREAKDOWN OF PRAYER 


How could such a thing come to pass? I feel definitely 
that it reflects a failure of the Church in its mission 
of intercession. True, Pastor Mackensen’s family and 
many of his closer friends constantly remembered him 
in prayer. But few of the American Church people 
were aware of Mr. Mackensen. Some who did know, 
did not want to be reminded of his unpleasant situ- 
ation. It was much more pleasant and convenient to 
continue in complacency. 

We wish to share excerpts of a letter written in Jan- 
uary, 1954, by one of the Catholic missionaries who 
came out of this Tsingtao prison, in reply to inquiries 
about Paul Mackensen. That information was shared 
with some Lutheran Groups in 1954. Yet, today, few 
people know the story of Paul Mackensen and the ter- 
tible things he suffered, or of the hundreds of native 
church leaders who are now suffering because they 
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refuse to “Bow the knee to Baal”: 

“IT knew Mr. Mackensen well . . . | was in the same 
prison . . . but did not see him or have any contact with 
him; as a matter of fact I did not know he was arrested 
until after I was released . .. A German Priest . . . told 
me that he had been in the same cell with Mackensen 
for some time, and that Mr. Mackensen was having a 
very hard time of it . . . In prison many prisoners had to 
wear handcuffs for a long time and some had a chain 
clamped from one ankle to the other. This priest told 
me that Mackensen had both. This can happen for 
very minor things, or some times for reasons unknown 
to the victim. 

I would like not only to suggest to you but to tell 
you to pray very much for Mr. Mackensen and also 
ask others to do so as you cannot imagine what he 
might be going through, not only physically, but he 
has to study propaganda continually and propaganda 
is very tricky, and conditions he has to study under are 
very severe. Let us pray together then for Mr. Macken- 
sen and for all those in China who are suffering for 
the cause of Christ.” 


HUNDREDS OF OTHERS 


Hundreds of other pastors, evangelists, Bible-women, 
teachers, doctors and nurses have already made the 
supreme sacrifice for their faith, or are languishing in 
prison. Two and one half years ago the Communist- 
sponsored church claimed that it had the approval and 
support of 417,000 Protestant Christians—40% of the 
Church. Time is no doubt gradually weakening the 
resistance of others as they become isolated and dis 
couraged and finally decide that compromise is thei: 
only way out. The Communist-sponsored church in 
China was represented in England last summer and 
later in Budapest for the executive committee of The 
World Council of Churches by a bogus Bishop. And 
there is to be an exchange of visiting church delega- 
tions. We are told that delegates will come from be- 
hind the Bamboo Curtain of China to the Lutheran 
World Federation Assembly meeting in Minneapolis 
in August. Will there be delegates from the Persecuted 
Church in China? 

One can wonder at the compromise Wang Ming Tao 
is said to have made. It is not strange—for like a scat- 
tered flock the imprisoned one is separated from friends. 
One becomes lonely and alone when the bonds of 
prayer are broken. 

We are cautioned to be charitable in our judgments 
of those who have compromised and cast their lot with 
the Communist-sponsored church. We want to be 
charitable. But we also want to protect ourselves from 
the spiritual apathy which produces compromise. 

Major William A. Mayer, psychiatrist of the U.S. 
Army, has stated that “one third of all American soldiers 
captured in Korea yielded to brain-washing” and that 
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without torture. The primary reasons were that most 
of those men lacked a strong religious faith. Through 
propaganda they eventually were convinced that their 
country—the United States—was not a good land after 
all. This is a serious charge, but it is true that we are 
being educated and conditioned for a passive non- 
resistance. In the schools, colleges, universities, and 
even seminaries the youth are taught and asked to 
believe that co-existence with Communism is the solu- 
tion to the problems of our age. 

It appears that there are few principles of faith 
that the church holds dear. We are in an age of com- 
promise. Does the church believe that it can co-exist 
with communism? It might as well believe that it 
can live and worship together with the followers of 
Buddha or Mohammed. 

Where is the spirit of the early church today with 
the zeal and faith found in Peter, and John, and 
Stephen, and again in Paul and others? END 





LJ) Preacher in the Red 


DEVIL'S FOOD CAKE FOR DESSERT? 


EARLY IN My career as a student-minister I preached in a 
small town in the mountains of Kentucky. In time I came 
to know and accept what seemed to be an unwritten law 
in that community: the lady in whose home the minister 
was entertained must not attend church that Sunday but 
instead should stay at home in order to have the noon meal 
ready to serve as soon as the minister arrived from the morn- 
ing service. 

However, on the first Sunday of my ministry there I did 
not understand this situation and was loathe to accept it. 
My hostess, Mrs. Jones, told me that morning that she 
would not go to church but that I was to come promptly to 
her home for dinner upon the conclusion of the service. In 
my youthful zeal I tried to persuade her to attend the wor- 
ship service and to prepare and serve the meal later, but 
she was adamant in the face of all my arguments. Finally, 
in my mind, I reasoned that it is Satan who keeps people 
away from church, and that if my being a guest in a home 
kept the lady of the house away from church then I was 
like him. But what I actually said was, “But Sister Jones, 
I'll feel like the devil if you stay away from church this 
morning!” 

As soon as I realized what this sounded like I hastened 
to explain my reasoning, but even so I didn’t alter Mrs. 
Jones’ adherence to that custom.—the Rev. Harold F. 
Hanlin, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


For each report by a minister of the Gospel of an embarrassing 
moment in his life, Cursstianrry Topay will pay $5 Cupon 
publication). To be acceptable, anecdotes must narrate f ya 

rsonal experience, and must be previously unpublished. Contri- 
Ca should not exceed 250 words, should be typed double- 
spaced, and bear the writer’s name and address. Upon ce, 
such contributions become the property of Curistianrry Topay. 
Address letters to: Preacher in the Red, Curistianrry Topay, 
Suite 1014 Washington Building, Washington, D.C. 
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THE BIBLE: Book of the Month 


THE PROPHECY OF ISAIAH 


{his wondrous prophecy sets forth Jesus 
Christ and his saving work with a clarity 
that is equaled by few books of the Old 
Testament. Hence Isaiah has rightly 
become known as the “evangelical” proph- 
et. His words are filled with a richness 
of truth that is the constant delight of 
the believing soul. At the same time, 
his prophecy is difficult to study and to 
use in the pulpit. 
WHO WROTE ISAIAH? 
One reason why the prophecy appears 
to be difficult to study is the widespread 
idea that Isaiah was not the author of 
the entire book that bears his name. If 
one disbelieves in the Isaianic authorship 
of the prophecy he is likely to encounter 
serious difficulty in understanding large 
portions of the book. A word is in order 
therefore with respect to the question of 
the book’s authorship. According to the 
leading and the first verse, Isaiah the 
son of Amoz, a prophet of the eighth 
century, B. C., was the writer. This 
position is also born out by the authority 
ot the New Testament, which attributes 
portions taken from different parts of the 
book to this same Isaiah. The manner 
in which the New Testament uses the 
prophecy is most interesting. It speaks 
not so much of a book of Isaiah, although 
it does indeed do that, as of the man 
Isaiah himself. For example, we read 
statements such as “Isaiah became bold 
and said” and “Well did the Holy Ghost 
speak through Isaiah the prophet.” 
One instance of quotation is of un- 
usual interest. In the twelfth chapter of 
John’s Gospel we are given the sad in- 
formation that despite the miracles which 
our Lord performed, the Jews did not 
believe on him. John then explains that 
they could not believe on him, because 
Isaiah had prophesied, “Lord, who hath 
believed our report?” This quotation is 
from the second portion of the prophecy. 
In order to support this quotation, John 
goes on to say, “therefore they could not 
believe, because that Esaias said again, 
lle hath blinded their eyes, and hard- 
ened their heart; that they should not see 
with their eyes, nor understand with 
their heart, and be converted, and I 
should heal them” (John 12:39,40). 
lhese words are from the first part of 
Isaiah (chapter six). To clinch the 
matter, John goes on to say, “These 
things said Esaias, when he saw his 
glory, and spake of him” (12:41). In 


this verse John gives the “life-situation” 


which called forth these two utterances 
on the part of Isaiah. 

From the New Testament it is clear 
that we are to regard Isaiah the son of 
Amoz as the writer of the entire book 
which bears his name. The issue is one 
of supernaturalism versus unbelief. Those 
who believe the infallible witness of the 
New Testament will of course believe 
that Isaiah was the author of the proph- 
ecy that bears his name. 


SOME MODERN VIEWS 


Throughout the long history of the 
Church, the view that was espoused in 
the New Testament prevailed. Twenty- 
seven years after Jean Astruc wrote his 
book on Genesis (i. e., in 1780) a 
question was raised in a footnote of the 
German translation of Lowth’s commen- 
tary, as to whether chapter fifty of Isaiah 
might not be the work of Ezekiel or of 
someone who lived during the exile. 
Nine years later, the first full scale at- 
tempt to deny the Isaianic authorship of 
the last twenty-seven chapters of the 
book made its appearance (1789). 
There had previously been hints to this 
effect among certain Jewish scholars, 
but nothing as thorough as Doerderlein’s 
work of 1789 had appeared. Doerderlein 
denied to Isaiah chapters 40-66. From 
that time on it became more and more 
fixed among certain scholars of the nega- 
tive critical school that Isaiah had not 
written these chapters. It was soon point- 
ed out however, that if he had not written 
these particular sections of his book, 
neither could he have written chapter 13 
which claims to be a ‘burden’ about 
Babylon. 

Duriag the nineteenth century the 
view gained ground that chapters 40-66 
were the work of an unknown writer who 
lived during the exile. He was called 
the “Great Unknown” or “Second” or 
“Deutero Isaiah”, and he was regarded 
by those who had abandoned the wit- 
ness of the Bible to itself as the greatest 
of all of Israel’s prophets. This view was 
supported by great learning and was 
heralded as one of the assured results of 
criticism. 

Then something happened. In the 
year 1892 Bernhard Duhm issued his 
commentary in which he attributed to 
“Second Isaiah” only chapters 40-55, and 
denied to him the four passages in these 
chapters which deal with the servant of 
the Lord and which Christians generally 
apply to Jesus Christ. Furthermore, he 





insisted that this “Second Isaiah” had 
not lived in Babylon but in Palestine, 
and probably in Lebanon. The remainder 
of the book, chapters 56-66, he attributed 
to a writer who lived in Jerusalem about 
100 years after the supposed “Second 
Isaiah”. Thus, we have a first, deutero 
and trito Isaiah. From the time of Duhm 
onwards criticism which rejects the in- 
fallibility of Scripture has maintained 
the existence of three major divisions of 
the prophecy, attributing comparatively 
little to Isaiah himself and the remainder 
to other authors. It should be clear that 
if one adopts such a view of the compo- 
sition of the book he will have difficulty 
in understanding much of it. For this 
reason, many modern commentaries are 
unsatisfactory as far as a serious coming 
to grips with the message of the prophecy 
is concerned. 

One who wishes to make an earnest 
study of the message of the prophecy 
must accept the New Testament witness 
and consequently maintain the unity of 
the work. The arguments which are 
adduced in favor of the unity of the 
book are strong and cannot be neglected. 


THE MESSAGE OF ISAIAH 


To understand the message of the book 
one need but study carefully the grand 
first chapter. Here in germ form are 
to be found the principal emphases 
which the prophet later develops. It is 
almost impossible to date the time of 
composition of this first chapter for it 
seems to have reference, not so much to 
particular events and situations as to 
general principles and conditions. Here 
the prophet condemns the iniquities of 
the nation and also announces the bless- 
ings of a coming deliverance. Beginning 
with the second chapter Isaiah calls our 
attention to a prophecy of the blessings 
which will come in the “latter days”, a 
phrase which he uses to designate the 
age of the Messiah, the age which began 
to run its course with the first advent of 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh. This 
leads him to turn to the present sinful 
condition of the nation and to contrast 
it with the day of the Lord which will 
come. 

Interspersed with these earlier proph 
ecies are messages which have a distinct 
ly Messianic character. After the great 
vision in the temple the prophet finds 
himself compelled to preach to the re- 
bellious Ahaz and to announce a sign of 
the Lord’s deliverance, namely the won 
drous fact that a virgin (the word almah 
in vii. 14 is best translated ‘virgin’) will 
bring forth a son and call his name 
Immanuel. In the ninth chapter Isaiah 
again reverts to (Continued on page 27) 
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There is rising criticism of the pattern of American 
foreign policy and growing demand for a realistic re- 
appraisal of foreign aid; for the foreign aid program has 
led the nation into many vexing dilemmas. 


After World War I, extensive voluntary relief for 
suffering and impoverished Europeans was sponsored 
by benevolent organizations and individuals. Herbert 
Hoover's leadership of that effort, and the magnificent 
response of the churches and humanitarian agencies, 
brightens American history immediately after the war 
years. As a voluntary program, foreign aid emphasized 
individual responsibility, enforced human brotherhood 
and stimulated benevolence. Moreover, it reflected the 
nation’s Christian idealism, baring an attitude of for- 
giveness, good will and sympathy in the aftermath of 
the Great War. 


When World War II projected America to world 
leadership, new conceptions of foreign aid arose. The 
federal budget now includes staggering sums for mili- 
tary support, economic aid and technical assistance to 
non-communist countries. Foreign aid totalling $4,400,- 
000,000 for the coming fiscal year is being debated. Its 
announced objectives are the containment of Commu- 
nism, stabilization of free world economy and solidifi- 
cation of allied military strength. More than half goes 
for military purposes, including bases on the periphery 
of the Communist orbit (Korea, Formosa, Viet-Nam, 
Pakistan, etc.)—our main advantage in a world in 
which Russia controls more territory, manpower and 
resources—at savings over what it would cost us to man 
these bases ourselves. 

This program is no longer voluntary in the highest 
sense but tends to be legislated as an inevitable tax 
burden; it is seldom justified to conscience in terms of 
personal responsibility; it is sustained by motivations 
of self-interest rather than benevolence. 

Doubt is widening over the utility and propriety of 
the present foreign aid program. Leaders are vexed by 
government agencies that propagandize at taxpayers’ 
expense to keep themselves in the foreign aid business. 
They are distressed by proposals to delegate control 
over these expenditures to the United Nations. They 
are troubled over amounts of aid, kinds of aid and the 


philosophy of aid. One governor, Lee of Utah, has re- 
20 . 


THE SPIRIT OF FOREIGN POLICY 





fused to pay part of his income tax to test the legality 
of foreign aid, and the last election spawned an inde- 
pendent presidential ticket with abolition of foreign 
aid as a plank and the former U. S. Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue as candidate. 

Foreign aid is usually justified by an initial appeal to 
“the national interest.” To disclaim the mere commer- 
cializing of diplomacy, collective security is added swift- 
ly as a second reason; for regional stability backward 
countries require economic aid without which they are 
forced to depend upon the Soviet sphere. The third 
justification is the supposed contribution of foreign aid 
to international stability. 

In actuality, foreign aid has permanently insured 
neither national interest, regional harmony nor inter- 
national stability. Except in England and Greece, evi- 
dence of enduring gratitude for foreign aid is scant. In 
some places, observers report that recipients think the 
Roman Catholic Church, not the U. S. Government, 
has been the donor. In India, bags of grain were altered 
to conceal the fact of American shipments. Despite 
America’s vast assistance to Israel, and huge invest- 
ments in NATO, Britain, France and Israel spurned 
American policy in the Near East. Yet Britain expected 
America nonetheless to undergird a domestic economy 
imperiled by the closing of the Suez Canal. In most 
lands, foreign aid has not cemented lasting friendships; 
in some, it has provoked enduring criticism. 

Doubtless foreign aid has somewhat succeeded in 
containing Communism. But it is not an adequate 
counter-offensive. Some observers are unpersuaded 
even of its serviceability as a delaying action. It has not 
solidified international goodwill; it has not dramatically 
enhanced America’s reputation among the nations of 
the world; it has not noticeably quickened sensitivities 
of the citizenry that make for geratness of character and 
conscience. Many leaders urge a reappraisal of the 
philosophy of foreign aid (except perhaps on its mili- 
tary side) as a government rather than a private indus: 
try affair, a legislative rather than a voluntary activity 
and as a diplomatic weapon. Among their questions 
are: Is a government already deeply in debt obliged to 
venture such a program? Does foreign aid involve a 
socialistic substitution of government assistance for in- 
dividual responsibility? Are the preferences of the citi- 
zenry adequately reflected? Although the Point Four 
program has indirectly furthered some aspects of Chris- 
tian missionary effort, some Christian leaders complain 
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that it impedes missions, because American funds are 
now used for enterprises such as education (which mis- 
sionary agencies have long sponsored) divorced from 
religio-ethical commitments in global areas threatened 
by the aggression of naturalistic irreligion. 

New favor is found for shifting much of the foreign 
aid program from a gift to a loan basis, and beyond that 
to private industry, to encourage nations to develop 
their own economy. Many persons insist that humani- 
tarian relief should be segregated from the state and 
referred to benevolent organizations on a voluntary 
basis. While evangelical believers are unpersuaded 
that Christians are debtors to correct the economic 
imbalances of other nations, and also that the Church 
has the primary task of a relief operation in the wake 
of calamities provoked by unregenerate men, yet they 
do find a biblical basis for moving toward refugees and 
others in need as part of the Christian impulse to share 
one’s faith in Christ with others and as special objects 
of neighbor-love. Critics of federal economic aid point 
out that a revision to private industry would deprive 
vascillating foreign powers of temptations to blackmail 
America in the mood: “If you give us aid, we'll help 
preserve freedom; if not, take your chances!” 


American state affairs still reflect the outworn opti- 
mism of the liberal social gospel. There remains an 
idealistic confidence in unregenerate human nature, a 
deep trust that human brotherhood will outwear all 
differences and disputes, and that rational persuasion 
and changed externals (especially economic) supply 
the decisive factors in international relations. The pro- 
gram of foreign aid is largely shaped in the absence of 
distinctively Christian principles. 

No doubt some ecclesiastical spokesmen now and 
then appear to bestow the church’s blessing on the 
whole foreign aid program. They lack a mandate, of 
course, for doing so. The question of how far the 
church is divinely authorized to intrude as a Church 
into politico-economic problems is always relevantly 
addressed to them. Certainly in an ideal world govern- 
ment and economics will be placed in the service of 
eternally valid principles of action, and the initiative 
of devout men in all grades of vocation is desperately 
needed today. But apart from the regeneration of both 
leaders and citizens such an ideal world cannot even be 
approximated, and even a regenerate society will still 
be threatened by dark dimensions of sin in human 
life. Neglect of the redemptive Gospel, and hasty invo- 
cation of Christian principles as ground rules for un- 
regenerate schemes of earthly utopia, has now deteri- 
orated to the widespread notion that secular programs 
are Christian simply because they seek world peace and 
are anti-totalitarian. America’s foreign aid commit- 
ments actually have ranged her more than once on the 








side of dictators through an expediency of power bal- 
ances aimed to prevent the Communist threat from 
flaring into world terror. 

International security, stability and fellowship today 
are defined with distressing diffidence of spiritual cri- 
teria. Economic and political concerns are dominant, 
and spiritual and moral fundamentals are repressed. 
Has Hebrew-Christian religion, as the West’s distinc- 
tive view of life, no specific implications for national 
and international interest? Is the struggle against Com- 
munism shaped effectively while the antithesis of 
Judeo-Christian revelation is neglected? Is the biblical 
conception of man as responsible under God and re- 
quiring regeneration irrelevant to the social and politi- 
cal drift of our times? Can national interest, regional 
security and international stability really be actualized 
in the absence of objective moral and spiritual agree- 
ment? And if not, dare a nation which professes to bear 
a spiritual witness to the world fail to emphasize their 
priority? Dare it neglect their precise exposition? 


The tragedy of foreign aid is its virtual detachment 
of American dollars abroad from an overarching philos- 
ophy of individual and international well-being. Too 
often the ugly dogma of materialistic priorities is in- 
effectively challenged. Only when foreign aid is placed 
in the service of truth, morality and the world of spirit, 
does it exercise a permanent ministry. 

President Eisenhower has declared it unnecessary to 
agree with a country philosophically and religiously in 
order to cooperate for mutual advantage. Within limits, 
this is true enough; self-interest and the wider interest 
sometimes coincide quite obviously. Yet the President 
on other occasions has emphasized also that genuine 
mutuality requires recognition of objective law and 
morality. Only a full exposition of these mutually bind- 
ing principles guards foreign policy from concession by 
default to materialistic diplomacy. Neglect of control- 
ling principles led to independent Israeli-British action 
in the Middle East in dramatic demonstration of the 
ambiguities of foreign aid centered in politico-economic 
factors. It is plain as day that lasting allies are not 
made by bread and military bases alone; dollar diplo- 
macy must always contend with two dollar diplomacy. 
Nothing in the sphere of statesmanship today is as 
desperately needed as a rebirth of spiritual and ethical 
earnestness and a new sensitivity to the objectivity of 
truth and right. In a time when Communism flouts the 
supernatural, imperishable truth and morality and the 
importance of spiritual decision, a vigorous diplomacy 
will emphasize and exemplify their crucial importance. 
One distressing turn in contemporary diplomacy is 
its neglect of religious freedom. Marginal interest in 
spiritual-moral priorities will lead to indifference and 
violation. The United Nations Declaration of Human 
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Rights commendably recognizes religious freedom as a 
basic human right. Already in apostolic times Chris- 
tian leaders resisted government authorities who inter- 
fered with their preaching of the Gospel. Totalitarian 
powers, recognizing no authority superior to the state, 
are hostile to religious freedom; they tolerate religion, 
if at all, only in a ‘form that places religion i in the serv- 
ice of the state. Religious freedom doubtless has its 
risks; it can deteriorate into a secular desire for freedom 
from religion. Yet it provides society with an escape 
from the false gods of totalitarianism. 

Demands are growing that the United States curtail 
foreign aid (except for humanitarian relief) to nations 
not guaranteeing religious freedom. These pressures 
have mounted in view of Roman Catholic persecution 
of Protestant minorities in Colombia, now getting at- 
tention from the foreign relations committee of the 
U. S. Senate. In the past, religious freedom has been 
tied to every American treaty with a foreign power, 
covering citizens of both lands abroad, but not na- 
tionals. Many recent treaties stipulate freedom of re- 
ligious activities for Americans in foreign lands. Some- 
times this phrase proves ambiguous, since by religious 
freedom Christians mean both the right to worship 
and to propagate religious views. Distressingly, how- 
ever, the recent treaty with Haiti omits even the ab- 
This 
American trend in the matter of foreign aid and re- 
ligious freedom needs careful scrutiny. Impediments to 
freedom of religious activity of Americans in Saudi 
Arabia have provoked protests against treaties omitting 
religious guarantees. 


breviated provision covering citizens abroad. 


The neglect of spiritual-moral priorities in foreign 
policy declines easily into an insensitivity to the value 
of religious freedom; enthusiasm for religious liberty 
cheapens to the acceptance of mere religious tolerance. 
The next step is indifference to religious rights. 


There is another step: esteeming religion for sheer 
purposes of propaganda. 

The official propaganda voice of the United States 
abroad is the United States Information Agency, of 
which the Voice of America is the broadcasting arm. 
In recent years U.S.1.A. libraries throughout the free 
world have given a “slanted” impression of American 
religious life through the virtual exclusion of evangeli- 
cal literature. Happily the U.S.LA., at long last, is 
slowly moving to rectify this misimpression by approv- 
ing literature more reflective of American religious life. 
The Voice of America also currently shows a fairer 
measure of evangelical participation. The Voice has 
made commendable gains over days when its staff in- 
cluded left-wing writers (some were holdovers from the 
era when Russia was an ally) who were naively ex- 
pected to forge an effective case against communism, 
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although they were themselves naturalists. 

This is not to say that the U.S.LA. satisfactorily mir- 
rors spiritual-moral priorities in its current crusade for 
freedom. Reflecting the growing diversification of 
American outlook, it is concerned with proportions 
more than with priorities. Moreover, its nebulous re- 
ligious policy specially disadvantages the Christian 
heritage, America’s cherished tradition and the major 
religious factor in its contemporary life. A tempera- 
ment that exalts all religions indiscriminately and blurs 
out genuine distinctions between religions, inevitably 
neglects the Hebrew-Christian heritage. 

The Voice of America has even been guilty of serious 
transgression in its handling of religion. On one occa- 
sion at least it has cheapened religion to an instrument 
of diplomacy. An illustration of this retrogression ap- 
pears in the Voice of America Bulletin in Persian for 
October-November 1956. Its inside front cover, in 
observance of Mohammed's birth, states: 

Dr. Trueblood, the distinguished American 
writer and speaker [Chief of Religious Information for 
the U.S.LA. in 1954, Professor Trueblood assisted in 
——" its present religious policy—Ep.] writes . . 

““... It is fitting that we in America, from the stand- 
point a Christianity, which is the religion of the ma- 
jority of the people, should speak of the prophet of 

Islam. Following the religion of Christ does not pre- 
vent us from considering the life and teachings of the 
prophet of Islam with amazement and praise. It is suit- 
able that in our own society which includes the follow- 
ers of various religions, we should glorify [original: 
“salute”—Ep.] the prophet of Islam. 

““If we bear in mind that all the great religions of 
the world essentially encourage people to the worship 
of God and to good works, and that every individual 
person of the human race sees truth only from his lim- 
ited viewpoint, we discover how much better it is that 
the truth should shine forth from different shrines and 
become lamps on the path of God’s humanity. On this 
account we have spiritual delight in seeing the beauti- 
ful mosque of the Moslems in the city of Washington 
and rejoice in looking on that great and splendid build- 
ing. 1 as a Christian especially praise sincerely two 
points in his teachings: . . . his insistence on the unity 
of God and . . . his rejection of all sorts and forms of 
idolatry. 

“*"...On the eve of the birthday of the prophet of 
Islam we glorify [original: “salute’—Ep.] him and send 
congratulations to all the Moslems of the world.’” 

While features common to the monotheistic faiths 
must not be neglected, Dr. Trueblood more than dis- 
appoints us in this handling of Christianity and Islam. 
Since in Persian the term “Prophet” is used theologi- 
cally, his words are the equivalent (to the Persian 
reader) of a declaration of faith in Mohammed's claim 


to be sent from God and to be the seal of all other 
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prophets including Jesus. When such utterances are 
published at public expense, as officially reflective of 
\merican opinion, they call for rebuke. Director of 
U.S.1.A. Arthur Larson has said: “It is up to us to see 
that the truth about what we stand for . . . is at all times 
available to interested people around the world.” That 
truth will not bypass America’s Christian heritage from 
the past and its Christian vigor in the present. Dr. 
l'rueblood’s statement, fortunately, is unrepresentative 
of Voice of America policy and pronouncements and 
constitutes a glaring exception. Even when allowance 
is made for changes in the translation of Dr. True- 
blood’s remarks from English to Persian and back to 
English [the Voice of America is always in the market 
(or abler translators], the deference to Islam for political 
propaganda purposes is undeniable. Non-Christian 
religion is flattered and encouraged, and the tax- 
supported policy of the American government casts 
weight against the Christian witness of American for- 
eign missionaries. Dr. Trueblood’s remarks deteriorate 
\merican propaganda to a hypocritical level. In fact, 
they stand condemned by U.S.I.A.’s own stated policy 
that ‘ ‘religion is debased when used as a weapon... .” 

The drift of ambiguous foreign policy and foreign 
aid should be plain. The neglect of spiritual priorities 
sooner or later accommodates a mood in politics in 
which the disposition of religion is governed by what 
is diplomatically serviceable. This is merely one notch 
above the mood in which religion is despised, and ir- 
religion prized, because this too is expedient. 

American policy-makers, unfortunately, agonize all 
too little over spiritual-moral realities. The nation, 
happily, can still profit from its mistakes. If it does not, 
exceptions may some day become the rule. What for- 
cign policy needs most of all is a rebirth of spirit. 





EVANGELISM: BY ISOLATION 
OR BY PARTICIPATION? 
[he modern evangelical like all his contemporaries 
finds himself in a world of turmoil and chaos, but if he 
knows anything about history, there continually recurs 
to him a number of searching questions. In the past, 
Christians seem to have wielded a strong influence on 
the world for good, but today their impact seems often 
to be practically non-existent. Why should this be? 
Where today are the Augustines, the Calvins, the 
Knoxes, the Wesleys, the Wilberforces and men like 
them? Has Christianity lost its power? Or is it that 
the Church has failed to fulfill its obligations? Why 
does Christianity appear to so many to be irrelevant? 
As one looks back over the past two thousand years 
of Church History for some answer, one is impressed 
by the fact that the Christians of bygone days made 
their influence felt in and on the world by going down 
into its midst. Paul was not afraid to argue with the 








philosophers in the Athenian market place; Calvin 
struggled with the political, social and economic prob- 
lems of Geneva; Wilberforce and the Clapham Sect 
fought hard in and out of parliament to destroy the 
slave trade. They entered the world in order to over- 
come it, to bring a Christian influence to bear upon it 
and so to turn it to him who is its true Lord. 

During the nineteenth century, however, partially 
as a result of Puritan and Pietist tradition ee partially 
as a result of the great economic and intellectual up- 
surge of the time, Christians seem to have developed a 
somewhat different attitude to the world. “The world” 
was evil, and the Christian, born again by the Spirit, 
should have as little to do with it as possible lest he be 
defiled. The result was a type of “separated life” think- 
ing, both individual and corporate, which resulted in 
the attitude that while one had to work in the world 
in order to live, in all other activities of life one’s con- 
tacts with non-Christians should be as limited and 
infrequent as possible. 

For the world and for the Church the result has been 
near disaster. On one hand Christians, particularly 
since the days of Darwin, have largely avoided the field 
of secular scholar: ship. Biblical learning, they feel, is 
quite respectable, but the fields of science, art, the 
humanities or social studies being “worldly” 
avoided. 


, are to be 
Thus any Christian influence on scholarship 
has heen almost entirely lost. 

On the other hand, social and personal relationships 
have also ceased to feel the impact of Christian think- 
ing and principles. Politics are “dirty” so the Christian 
must keep clear of them. Trade unions are “secular” 
so no Christian should take a part in their activities. 
That the Christian is in the world but not of it, unfor- 
tunately, comes to mean that the Christian is to hand 
the world and all God’s gifts in it over to unbelief. 

By adopting this attitude the Christian has lost con- 
tact with the world. He seems to feel therefore, that all 
he can do is stand over against it and preach at it, for 
if he should come too close his hands might be soiled. 
What a contrast to the attitude of Christ whose friends 
were “publicans and sinners!” 

What is needed then, is that Christians should go 
into the world. It is of little use to “throw out the life 
line” unless we are prepared to go over the side to lay 
hold upon those who are too far gone to grasp the rope 
for themselves. “Worldliness” is not going into the 
world and taking part in the moral or amoral activities 


of the unregenerate man. “Worldliness” is fundamen- 


tally an attitude to life in which one exalts the world 
to the position of the ultimate good. If, however, one 
is in the world for Christ, to live and wield an influence 
for him, one will certainly treat the world in the proper 
Christian manner. 

Evangelization is not by isolation but rather by par- 
ticipation. 


END 
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EUTYCHUS and his kin 








THE S.T.D. AND D.S.T. 


Che brand new preacher in Mulchmanor 
\cres is young, learned and so self-con- 
scious that he thought the bulletin no- 
tice, “D.S.T. begins next Sunday” should 
be corrected to get the letters of his doc 
tor’s degree in right order. 

His problems with Daylight Saving 
Time are only beginning. How should 
blocks 
through suburbia to a Sunday service at 
7:30 p.m. D.S.T.? Should he ignore 


the roaring chorus of motor mowers? 


a young preacher walk four 


Does he have an appropriate greeting 
for Mrs. Wesley, who is painting garden 
furniture in the breezeway? As_ he 
passes Mr. John Knox and his son Calvin 
pulling the lawn-roller would it be best 
appear wrapped in meditation? 

I offered the obvious answer to his 
problem- drive the four blocks. Only a 
young minister would think of walking 
that far! 

When that failed to satisfy him, I de- 
scribed the two usual plans for meet- 
ing D.S.T. CHis doctor’s degree was in 
practical theology; you would think he 
would know that sort of thing. But his 
dissertation was on the pastoral theology 
of Chrysostom!) 

Plan 1. Suburban 
gardeners are motorized, invincible. Can- 
cel evening service immediately. Second 
Final 
stage: post on bulletin board, “Happy 
Will re-open for Harvest 
Standard Time.” Preach- 
er then dons putter pants, establishes 
gO »d neighbor relations over picket fence. 

Plan 2. United front subversion. An- 
nounce garden fete for June. Establish 
Sunday evening garden clinic in church 
hall. movies from 
chemical “Garden Sprays 
and Fertilizers.” Stimulate rivalry in pul- 


Strategic retreat. 


stage: summer union services. 
gardening 


Home Service- 


social Secure free 


ce ym panies: 


pit bouquets. 

He seemed unimpressed. He did visit 
at the Wesley’s this week and I found 
they have invited the Knox’s to church 
with them next Sunday evening. This 
new pastor is preaching on the miracles 


EUTYCHUS 
U.N. TOWN MEETING 


It is easy to compare the New England 
town meeting with the U. N., and then 
dismiss the latter as a failure. . . . But 

. early American democracy had the 
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of Jesus. 


advantages of a common language and 


predominantly British culture. . . . The 
real tragedy of our time is not the U. N. 
as such, but the anarchy and insecurity 
of the nation-state system, which causes 
every member . . . including the United 
States to compromise the purposes of the 
U. N. Charter. The moral courage . . . 
required of us is to reckon with the tragic 
nature of world politics and to work from 
within the limitations imposed upon the 
U. N. rather than to scorn it... . 
Geneva, Ohio. Vernon H. Hottoway 
It is not the U. N. that is bringing the 
world to catastrophe, but the cold war, 
the passion of Israel and the Arabs and 
the many other passions of the nations. 
These forces are making the U. N. a 
weak instrument. . . . It is a marvel that 
the U. N. can do as much as it is doing. 
It needs our prayerful support. . 

R. LEHMANN 
St. Paul’s Evangelical and Reformed 


Your remark that the New England 
Town Meeting had a “respect for law 
and for the rights of others . . . estab- 
lished upon a reverence for Almighty 
God” makes me think of the New Eng- 
land witchcraft trials. 

We are living in a time of experimen- 
tation and learning in the matter of world 
government. Surely the U. N. is not the 
final word just as colonial government 
was not the final word, but please, let's 
practice sympathy and understanding 
on a world-wide basis as well as on a 
community basis for we too have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God... . 

W. Tuomas KEEFE 
Minister of Christian Education 
Central Presbyterian Church 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


For three years I lived in Maine and 
attended town meetings and found . . . a 
number of occasions on which “courtesy 
and common decency” were not evident. 
. . . If people who speak the same lan- 
guage, come out of the same culture and 
have the same basic religious influences 
can call each other names over the noise 
of chickens in a New England town 
meeting, it does not seem strange to me 
that people of different nations should 
sometimes resort to name calling when 


the issues are as great as the hydrogen 








bomb. In town meetings I have seen 
much that is good, but I have also seen 
times when there was irresponsibility, 
dishonesty and indecision. . . . Stop com- 
paring the U. N. in practice with the 
New England Town Meeting in Theory. 
. . . Despite its failings the New Eng- 
land Town Meeting has been a construc- 
tive force. The same can certainly be said 
for the U. N.... Attan McGaw 
Chesterland Baptist Church 
Chesterland, Ohio 


I have read your editorial: UN: Town 
Meeting? or Tragedy? with a great deal 
of interest and I am glad that you have 
selected the refusal of the U.N. to 
define aggression as significant. I wish 
to express my approval of your iso- 
lating . the reason why collective 
security will not work: the members of 
the United Nations will never agree up- 
on a definition of an aggressor. . . . | 
fear the identification of UN with a New 
England town meeting, which you prove 
to be a false identification, is something 
that is being propagated by left wing 
influences in the hope that they can 
eventually make the UN a world gov- 
ernment. A “town meeting of the na- 
tions” is a pleasant phrase which Ameri- 
cans will be inclined to accept. . . . 

New York City Invinc E. Howarp 


Your editorial on the U.N. . . . is also 
exactly the way I feel about it. I have 
been trying to keep faith in the U.N. 
ever since its organization, but today the 
road the U.N. is traveling seems to be 
farther away than ever from the prin- 
ciples upon which she was founded. 

Miltona, Minn. Joun W. OLson 


BEFORE AND NOT AFTER 


Reading your article, “The Offense of 
the Blood” with interest and appreciation, 
I have found two errors in an otherwise 
“sound” presentation: you state that the 
Prayer of Humble Access, which you 
quote in part from the Book of Common 
Prayer, comes “after” Communion in the 
Liturgy of the Anglican Communion. In 
all Anglican Prayer Books it has always 
been placed before Communion; the 
1662 English Book has it before the 
Consecration, but some subsequent Re- 
visions in other Anglican provinces, in- 
cluding the American Church, place it 
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just before the celebrant’s own Com- 
munion. Further, you attribute 
“most humbly beseeching thee . . . and 
all other benefits of his Passion” to the 
Methodist Book of Discipline. The pri- 
mary source for this is the Prayer of 
Consecration in the Book of Common 
Prayer of the Anglican Churches. 

Grace Church Rosert E. Exrcorr 
Hinsdale, Ill. 


THE FULL RICHNESS 


In the discussion of “Current Religious 
Thought” (March 18) my characteriza- 
tion of neo-orthodox, orthodox and lib- 
eral views of Christ is somewhat abbre- 
viated as cited from the article by Pro- 
fessor Branton under discussion. This 
abbreviation going back, I believe, to the 
original article, was entirely understand- 
able, but I would like to quote in full 
the paragraph bearing on orthodoxy. 
“The man Christ Jesus preached by 
the old orthodoxy is a supernatural figure, 
a God, or God himself. The truth of the 
incarnation is acknowledged but not taken 
with full seriousness. Again [i.e., as in 


the case of much neo-orthodoxy], Christ 
is preached, not Jesus Christ.” 

The comment of your reviewer that 
“orthodoxy has not merely affirmed Christ 
to be God, but equally emphatically has 


affirmed his humanity” seems to me to 
be formally correct. My meaning was 
that in actuality orthodoxy often misses 
the full richness of the high doctrine by 
giving only formal recognition to the 
humanity of Christ. Where does this in- 
adequacy appear? If I can give one 
example, it seems to me that the con- 
servative critical approach to the Gospels, 
especially the Synoptic Gospels, tends to 
obscure the real sense which the early 
Church had that the power of God mani- 
fested itself in the Incarnation through 
weakness and that Christ “emptied him- 
self.” I would be as fearful of subjectivity 
in the understanding of the Word and 
of the testimony of the Spirit as your 
reviewer, but I believe that the authority 
of the Word in its fulness is weakened 
by what seems to me to be a somewhat 
defensive approach to criticism. 


Cambridge, Mass. | Amos N. WiLpER 





Professor Wilder’s correction is most wel- 
come. While my remark was pertinent 
to the truncated form in which the quo- 
tation appeared, it is impertinent and 
unfair to the true and full statement. 
With respect to the conservative de- 
emphasis on the Incarnation, as stated by 
Professor Wilder himself, I can admit 
that it is true only in a sense. Professor 
Wilder will not deny, I am sure, that the 
Church has always rightly felt that the 


deity of Jesus is far more significant than 
his humanity. But that is not to de- 
emphasize his humanity. To rate human- 
ity second to divinity is no reflection on 
humanity, surely. At the same time, 
orthodoxy has insisted, articulately since 
Chalcedon, on the full (against the 
Apollinarians), distinct (against the 
Monophysites) and inseparable (against 
the Nestorians) human nature of Jesus 
Christ. So far as I have been able to see 
it has not been forgotten in the criticism 
of the synoptic gospels. Professor Wilder 
feels that it has; but, since he gives no 
examples, I am at a loss to know quite 
what he means. So far as I have been 
aware, Zahn, Warfield, Machen and 
Stonehouse have been as careful and ob- 
jective New Testament critics as Har- 
nack, Cadbury, Grant and Knox. 

Pittsburgh, Pa. Joun F, GersTNER 


THE ETERNAL VERITIES 


Mr. Kelso was not expressing the voice 
of the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 
when he expressed “. . . no truck. . . .” 
Ministers who conform to the orthodox 
creed in our beloved church happen to 
be in the majority rather than in the 
minority as it has been falsely supposed. 
This note is just to keep the record 
straight. Joun N. Diciacomo 
First Presbyterian Church 

Augusta, Il. 


My impression is that you are endeavor- 
ing to keep some existant theology as a 
final formulation of spiritual truth and 
I feel that static orthodoxies as rigid as 
the Arctic ice are a menace to the Chris- 
tian Gospel. . . 

Ermer W. Roy 
First Presbyterian Church 
El Monte, Calif. 


Please keep us informed as to what dis- 
position of the Thomas Kelso case the 
Presbytery of Pittsburgh makes. . . 

Rosert L. Vininc 
Nottingham, Pa. 


@ CurisTianity Topay’s inquiry to 
The Presbytery of Pittsburgh has elicited 
this information: 

In response to a previous inquiry I con- 
veyed the information to you that the 
Presbytery placed the matter in the hands 
of its Committee on Ministerial Rela- 
tions; and perhaps the best reply I can 
make to your present inquiry is that the 
Committee on Ministerial Relations con- 
tinues to have the matter in hand, and 
can be expected to report from time to 
time to the Presbytery. One interim 
recommendation from the Committee, 
which is a matter of public knowledge in 


the Presbytery, is that the request that 
Rev. Mr. Kelso be installed as Associate 
Pastor of the church he is serving be 
tabled at this time. 

Presbytery of Pittsburgh Jonn K. Brissy 
Pittsburgh, Pa. General Presbyter 


MINISTERIAL BREAKDOWNS 


At the risk of creating the impression 
that we ministers don’t always agree in 
every important respect, I want to take 
issue with the author of Dear Charles 
(who is largely responsible for the recent 
furore): ministers don’t have to crack 
up. And Wesley Shrader himself knows 
why. It is because they should avoid the 
example of his fictional character, Charles 
Prince—who cracked up. 

Ecclesiastical “success” may dangle its 
tempting allures before all of us, but it 
isn’t fair to generalize when the perils 
described relate largely to the temptation 
of “bigness.” Many of us, after all, are 
quite small. Yet, I hasten to add, the 
problem does exist. Some preachers are 
indeed cracking up. Consequently, every- 
body is becoming self-conscious about 
the allegedly inhuman load carried by 
today’s overburdened pastors. 

In most circles, the general opinion 
prevails that the servant of the Lord is 
overloaded because the people of the 
Lord thoughtlessly add to his normal 
burden entirely too much that doesn’t 
pertain to the Lord’s business. If the 
general public would leave the poor man 
alone—one hears—and if his parishioners 
would refrain from getting themselves 
unnecessarily into his hair, he would be 
able to fulfill his primary ministry to the 
mutual advantage of all concerned. 

Now all this may well be. And no 
doubt where there is smoke, can fire be 
far behind? But when I compare the 
routine schedule which allegedly rup- 
tures staunch ministerial hearts with that 
of clergymen of my acquaintance (and 
with my own), I find little in common. 
Take one particular friend, for instance. 
He assures me that he does not average 
five or six funerals weekly and that his 
last wedding was nearly a month ago. 
He has three or four members in the 
hospital on any given day, but the sick 
are seldom so numerous that he cannot 
make his rounds within a _ reasonable 
time. His telephone rings occasionally at 
2 A.M. but not every other night. 

True, his evenings are mostly taken 
and he is keenly aware that his family 
suffers neglect, but he doesn’t have three 
or four conflicting engagements at the 
same time. Committees and boards take 
up their due proportion of his time but 
he doesn’t dash madly from one com- 
mittee meeting to another. And although 
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he certainly could use much more time 
for study, he manages to keep a few 
hours weekly to himself and still make 
himself available to those who want to 
see him—besides making those extra 
house calls that must be made. 

What is his secret? Superman? By no 
means. He simply is not the minister of 
a small city of several thousand souls, 
boss of an administrative staff of a dozen 
or two, manager of a full-time cafeteria, 
janitor of a $3,000,000 plant, supervisor 
of eight principal speaker for 
thirty-six congregational 


choirs, 
organizations 
and presently trying to repair one hun- 
dred forty-one broken marri: ages. 

He just is the pastor of a one-man con- 
gregation of maximum effective size: 600. 
And because he is not trying to hold 
down a job big enough for five or six full 
grown men, he and his congregation get 
along fine: they don’t have the feeling 
that they are being rude when they come 
to him with matters they fear he may 
think foolish, and he doesn’t go around 
cracking up. 

An astute observer of the ecclesiastical 
scene once remarked that “the idea of a 
church of over 1,000 members may well 
have been invented by the Devil.” The 
observation no doubt has merit. . . . The 
complaint that ministers are being over- 
towers 
too big for anybody's good. If a laboring 
man breaks down, after trying to hold 
down an eight-hour job as a mechanic, 
another eight-hour job as a welder and 
then pick up some extra money fixing 
-ars at home in his spare time, he cer- 

tainly should not complain that he 

cracked up because his family bothered 
him with too many demands. The illus- 
tration, however wild, applies to the 
problem at hand. 

Furthermore, I don’t believe that to- 
retreat behind the 
comfortable theory that being about the 
Lord’s business requires one only to pray 
and preach—and the size of the listening 
audience doesn’t matter. There are too 
many personal consequences attendant a 
preaching ministry which involve the ex- 
penditure of time and effort. The preach- 
er cannot avoid these if he is to be a 
pastor, which he cannot avoid being if 
he is fulfilling his ministry out of a good 
conscience, in the words of the Apostle 
to young Timothy. 


worked often comes from ivory 


day’s minister can 


For the conscientious pastor of a large 
church, there is little actual relief in 
hiring additional specialists for specific 
tasks. He still is the pastor in the eyes of 
his average member and each of these 
expects him to be his pastor although he 
readily acknowledges that no single man 
could minister to all. And it is the pastor 
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who breaks down, not the minister of 
music who can set up his eight choirs 
and go home occasionally. 

Moreover, what about the popular 
solution which compartmentalizes large 
congregations into smaller “cells” under 
the oversight of assistant or associate 
ministers? Doesn’t this set up wheels 
within wheels much like our larger uni- 
versities with their sub-colleges? No 
doubt it does. And each little congrega- 
tion busily preoccupies itself with its as- 
signed portion of the affairs of the King- 
dom, within the larger prototype of the 
City of God: a colony within a colony, 
fellowshiping with all others whose last 
names begin with A through G. 

But there is little to support this as a 
desirable extension of the New Testa- 
ment concept of Communion for mutual 
edification in the Lord and for service. 
The lonely member who comes looking 
for life-giving fellowship in the Body of 
Christ seldom gets the feeling that he, 
after all, really counts, except in the 
card-file of the Treasurer. 

Another friend of mine, the pastor of 
a huge church, not long ago complained 
that he did not even know all of the 
men on his Board of Deacons. That 
should not have been a complaint: it 
should have been a confession in sack- 
cloth and ashes. My friend further indi- 
cates that his calls never even catch up 
with the current emergencies: he only 
attends to those which simply cannot be 
ignored. I don’t see how he sleeps at 
night. 

One or two things are going to hap- 
pen to my friend. Either he will con- 
tinue to try to make his limited ca- 
pacities spread as far as possible, in which 
case he may well break down; or he will 
pat his conscience to sleep, perhaps by 
taking up so many denominational and 
civic responsibilities that he can say to 
his troubled soul that, after all, he is too 
busy about good things to have time for 
the innumerable little details of parish 
lives and loves 

It was the Apostle, I believe, who in- 
dicated that we could always expect to 
have with us the poor; silly women; and 
those men whose disruptive influences 
will give ministers the jitters to the end 
of time. 

Each of us, therefore, must examine 
himself and accept his field of responsi- 
bility accordingly. 

But I must bring this time-consuming 
monograph to an end. My doctor tells me 
that if I cannot find a way to reduce my 
load, I can expect to crack up. 

G. Armen Taytor 
First Presbyterian Church 
Alexandria, La. 
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HEADSHIP OF CHRIST 


Continued from page 7) primarily re- 
sponsible. The ministers and elders in 
the Church are the representatives of the 
people, but they are also the delegates of 
Christ. 

They are not lords over God’s heri- 
tage, but servants of him who came 
not to be served but to serve and to give 
his life a ransom for many. The chosen 
rulers are those whom he has called, 
equipped with his Holy Spirit, and given 
to the Church to minister to her. They 
can minister effectively only as the Holy 
Spirit mediates to them and through 
them the living Christ with his saving 
work. And he does this not by making 
Christ or his Church subservient to the 
plans of men, but by calling us into his 
program and using us for the promotion 


of his kingdom of grace. END 





BIBLE BOOK OF THE MONTH 


(Continued from page 19) this son and 
proclaims his wondrous name, “Wonder- 
ful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.” The little core 
of Messianic prophecies found in chap- 
ters seven through twelve form as it were 
a foundation upon which the prophet 
can now build. 

It will be clear from the passages 
themselves that these prophecies were 
uttered during the reigns of kings who 
lived in the eighth century, B. C. Begin- 
ning with the thirteenth chapter, how- 
ever, Isaiah takes us away beyond his 
own day to look forward to the time 
when Babylon will be a mighty power. 
It is in the Spirit of God that he can thus 
look forward. He then returns again to 
the Assyrian period, i. e., the eighth 
century, and speaks much about the in- 
justices of his own day. He does not 
stay in this century however, but casts 
his glance far beyond his own day to give 
what approaches an apocalyptic picture 
of world powers and a wondrous vision 
of peace (chapter 35). 

Chapters 36-39 form an_ historical 
bridge by means of which Isaiah takes 
us from the Assyrian period to that of 
the Babylonians. These are fascinating 
chapters, but they close on a note of 
unrest and sorrow. Read carefully chap- 
ter 39, and note how tragic is the con- 
dition into which Hezekiah and the 
people of God have come. This is not 
the end, however, for chapter 39 prepares 
the way for chapter 40. The mighty 
“Comfort ye” of chapter 40 cannot right- 
ly be understood apart from the back- 
ground of gloom with which chapter 
39 closes. If ever two chapters belonged 





together, these are the two. 

At the same time when we read chap- 
ter forty and those that follow we do 
notice quite a difference from the earlier 
portion of the book. How is this differ- 
ence to be explained? Must it be ex- 
plained upon the hypothesis that a new 
author is at work here? That is the 
position of the negative critical school, 
but it is a position which is contradicted 
by the New Testament. May we not ac- 
count for these chapters in the following 
manner? Isaiah, after the conclusion of 
his vigorous ministry under Hezekiah, 
more or less retired from the scene of 
active prophesying and devoted himself 
to reflection upon the future course of 
the people of God. He saw them by 
revelation of the Spirit of God under the 
bondage of Babylon. From this bondage 
they were to be set free by means of Cy- 
rus of Persia, whom the Lord would raise 
up to be his anointed. 

There was however a greater bondage 
than that of Babylon. It was the bondage 
and servitude of sin. From this servi- 
tude there could be but one deliverance, 
and that was to be accomplished, not by 
Cyrus nor by any other mere human 
agent, but only by the righteous servant 
of the Lord. The last chapters of the 
prophecy, therefore, have to do with the 
vicissitudes which will come upon the 
people of God. They are somewhat 
desultory in character, but throughout 
them all there runs the wondrous fact 
that there will be a salvation, a deliver- 
ance which is spiritual in nature and 
which will be wrought, not by man, but 
by God. 


THE SERVANT OF THE LORD 


Who then is this servant of the Lord? 
There are many answers to this question. 
Under the influence of modern Scandi- 
navian studies, we are being told that 
the figure of the servant is a complex one, 
the roots of which go back into ancient 
mythology and to the ideas of kingship 
and “corporate personality” which were 
held in ancient Israel. The discussion 
of the problem is one which constantly 
engages the pens of scholars. Despite 
all the views which have been advanced, 
however, we believe that the servant is 
none other than the Saviour, Jesus the 
Christ. 

We believe, that Jesus not merely 
found a correspondence between the 
figure of the servant and certain events 
in his own life and death, but rather 
that Isaiah actually predicted the death 
and sufferings of Jesus. Here the issue 
of supernaturalism meets us head-on. 
Isaiah himself may have written far 
more deeply than he realized, but the 





Spirit of God, the final author of Scrip- 
ture, revealed to Isaiah in the strange 
words about the servant the death of the 
one who should deliver mankind from 
the guilt and bondage of sin. Isaiah 
prophesied of Jesus Christ. 


HELPS IN THE STUDY OF THE BOOK 


How can one best approach a study of 
this remarkable prophecy? The material 
which is written on the prophecy is so 
vast that it is impossible to keep up with 
it all, nor is it all worth reading. There 
are, however, certain books which are 
so important that no clergyman who 
wishes to preach from this prophecy 
should be without them. We. shall 
merely attempt to list some of the most 
valuable works. In the first place, an 
excellent introduction to the study of 
the prophecy will be found in the little 
book of Oswald T. Allis, The Unity of 
Isaiah. The chapter on the nature of 
biblical prophecy should be studied by 
all who wish a sane discussion of this 
question. The biblical view of prophecy 
is cogently contrasted with the negative 
critical view. The question of the author- 
ship of the work is capably handled, 
and particular attention is devoted to 
the importance of the Cyrus prophecy. 
We can think of no better approach to 
the prophecy than the study of this 
little book. A useful little work on 
Isaiah which may also be mentioned is 
by George L. Robinson, The Book of 
Isaiah. 

There are many commentaries, but 
probably the best is that of Joseph Addi- 
son Alexander, which has recently been 
reprinted. This work is first of all true 
to the Scriptures, and it is also thoroughly 
scholarly. It breathes the air of genuine 
piety. The introduction is excellent and 
so are the comments. The man who uses 
it will have to consult his Hebrew, but 
it will enable him to obtain a greater 
grasp of that language. As a companion 
the reader will find the commentary of 
Franz Delitzsch of great help. When 
Delitzsch is at his best he cannot be 
surpassed. There are some remarkable 
insights in this work. 

There are of course many other works, 
but the one who wishes to make a serious 
study of the prophecy cannot do better 
than to use those which we have men- 
tioned. The study of Isaiah will not be 
easy. It will require much application 
and thought, but it will certainly be 
rewarding. It will bring one ever closer 
to the redeemer of whom it speaks, the 
child whose name is Wonderful, who 
was wounded for our transgressions and 
bruised for our iniquities. 

Epwarp J. Younc 
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POLITICAL PRESSURES ON CHURCH IN PHILIPPINES 


(Ellsworth Culver, foreign secretary ‘for Orient Crusades and correspondent in the 
Philippines for Curistiantty Topay, closely observed developments in the wake of 
President Magsaysay's shocking death. He has written the following special report 
containing instructive background and the shape of things to come—Ep.) 

More than 7,000 islands, in this archipelago, are spread over an area which is 
roughly the size of the area from Chicago to New Orleans, from Kansas City to 
Cleveland. Some 20,000,000 people occupy about 3,000 islands, the others being 
nonarable. If all the islands were compressed, the total area would be the size of 
Arizona and only 15 per cent of it under cultivation. 

The island of Mindanao is the new frontier of the Philippines, with industrious 
people migrating from the north to the south. With this migration, many of the 
age-old restraints and social barriers are breaking down—particularly in the area of re- 
ligion. Protestant missions find Mindanao an area of great opportunity for the Gospel. 

Following the close of World War II, the Philippines were granted independence 
after being under the control of the United States since 1898. The first leader of the 
Commonwealth, President Quezon, was a great man who did much in helping to 
shape democratic principles for the young government. 

Later, communist infiltration in the form of the Huks began to take control of the 
countryside. In 1950 the situation had deteriorated to such an extent that many 
feared an open revolution at any moment. It was then that President Quirino ap- 
pointed a young Congressman, a former guerilla fighter by the name of Ramon 
Magsaysay, to the post of ides Secretary. In the next three years, Magsaysay so 
succe ssfully led the fight against the Huks, not only in open warfare but in resettle- 
ment of the dissidents in new land areas, that he broke the back of the Huk move- 
ment in the Philippines. It is estimated today that there are some 600 armed Huks, 
with some 25,000 sympathizers, who have retreated to remote mountain regions. A 
steady but little-publicized campaign is being waged against them by govern- 
ment forces. 

As a result of his success in saving the country from the Huks, Magsaysay was 
acclaimed throughout the world. The next step was easy. He was elected President 
of the Philippines. It is difhcult to imagine the popularity of this man in the Philip- 
pines; he was truly a man of the people. 

The President's fatal airplane accident occurred on the threshold of the 1957 
national elections. Magsaysay had only one opponent, Senator Claro Recto, and 
everyone considered the contest to be an easy one for the popular President. 

Now, however, the political climate has completely changed. 

During his administration, Magsaysay definitely played politics with the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. Three incidents took place w hich lost for him the support of the 
Protestants: (1) the banning of the Martin Luther film; (2) the bill establishing 
compulsory religious education in the public schools; and (3) the dedication of the 
Philippines to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the recent Eucharistic Congress. 
It was on the issue of religious education where Protestants felt that Magsaysay 
had endangered the principle of religious freedom and democracy in the country. 
| he Secretary of Education, Hernandez, was known to be a militant Roman Catholic, 
a Knight of Columbus. Hernandez perished with the President in the airplane crash 
on March 17 

Vice President Garcia, A member 
of the which means that he is pro-American and anti-communist, Garcia 
inherits a difficult situation. He is not a strong administrator and does not have the 
popularity of the people. Most doubt that he can gain enough strength in the next 
few months to win a national election. 


a liberal in his religious views, has taken over 
“old guard,” 


Two leading candidates are expected to be Senator Recto and Senator Jose 
Laurel, Sr. 

Recto is known to be anti-Roman Catholic and is bitterly opposed by this church. 
Several outstanding leaders of the Protestant Church are backing his bid for 
the Presidency. 

He has been accused of being anti-American and pro-communist. In an interview 
I had with him recently, Recto vigorously denied such charges as “pure concoction.” 
He feels that the U. S. State Department has been influenced against him by 
Carlos P. Romulo, Philippine Ambassador to the United States and Philippine 
representative on the United Nations’ Security Council. According to Recto, 
Romulo is not the Philippine ambassador to the United States but rather the Amer- 
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ican ambassador to the Philippines. 

(Contrary to much public opinion in 
America, Romulo does not have great 
stature in the Philippines. The public 
has little interest in him, because of the 
fact that he is seldom in the country. 
Political leaders resent him, partly be- 
cause of jealousy due to his world promi- 
nence and partly because of assertions 
that he is concentrating on improving 
his own resources in rich America.) 

Laurel, also a member of the “old 
guard,” was provisional President during 
the Japanese occupation of the islands. 
Many feel he would make a good Presi- 

at. 

From these speculations, it appears that 
the new President will be more liberal 
minded and will be able, perhaps, to 
stand against the pressure of the heirarchy 
in the Roman Catholic Church—an en- 
couraging sign to evangelical Christianity 
in the Philippines. 


Worth Quoting 


“Be serious! Be earnest! Be little in 
your own eyes, and God will order all 
things well.”—John Wesley, in counsel- 
ing fellow-minister. A hard- -riding horse- 
man himself, Wesley spurred on a circuit 
rider: “I am glad you are going into 
North Carolina; and why not into South 
Carolina, too?” 

“Religion is a big story—big in terms 
of the number of readers who are directly 
touched by religion; big in terms of the 
intimacy between the reader and religion; 
big in terms of religion’s unique role in 
stabilizing and upgrading our local com- 
munities and undergirding our national 
way of life.”—C. A. McKnight, editor of 
Charlotte Observer in message to Na- 
tional Religious Publicity Council. 


Wave of Indignation 
The United Church of Canada has 


called upon President Eisenhower and 
the National Council of Churches in the 
United States to stop “the shocking, sa- 
distic character assassination” of innocent 
men by politicians and members of the 
U. S. Senate Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee. 

The plea was made in a statement 
issued after E. Herbert Norman, Canad- 
ian Ambassador to Egypt, and son of a 
former United Church missionary in 
Japan, had allegedly killed himself by 
leaping from the roof of a building in 
Cairo. 

He was reported suffering from the 
strain of overwork and extreme depression 
over the reviewing of charges by the Sen- 
ate subcommittee that he had once been a 
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communist. 

The statement said the old charge 
that Mr. Norman was a communist “had 
been thoroughly investigated by Canada’s 
External Affairs Department and by the 
U. S. State Department and he had been 
completely vindicated.” 

(Virtually every foreign embassy and 
legation in Cairo was represented in the 
crowd that overflowed tiny St. Andrew’s 
Church of Scotland for the funeral of 
the Ambassador. The Rev. Roy A. 
Stewart, pastor, while paying tribute to 
the services of the deceased to his coun- 
try and humanity, pointed out that 
Christianity could not condone such an 
act but neither did it give free rein for 
judgment. 

(“We do well, in commiting the de- 
parted to God’s love and mercy, to look 
to our own standing in his sight,” he 


said. ) 
Control of Colleges 


A total of 744 of the 1,886 colleges 
and universities in the United States are 
controlled by religious groups, the U. S. 
Office of Education reported. 

There are 474 Protestant colleges and 
universities, 265 Roman Catholic and 
five Jewish, the agency said. 

An additional 481 are under private 
control but have no religious affiliation. 
Some 661 institutions of higher educa- 
tion are publicly controlled, including 
282 municipal institutions, 360 state 
colleges and universities and 10 Federal 
institutions. 

Co-educational institutions number 
1,414, while 223 colleges enroll only 
men and 249 only women. About 500 
are not fully accredited four-year colleges. 


NAE Convention 


“How do you go about putting on a 
prayer meeting?” 

The question was asked by a reporter 
in the press room for the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals convention at Buf- 
falo, New York. He was referring to the 
nationwide prayer meeting that night, 
when several hundred convention dele- 
gates would join spiritual forces with 
over 1,000 churches to pray for the Billy 
Graham New York Crusade. 

Dr. Gerald B. Smith, church editor of 
the St. Paul Dispatch, who gave up part 
of his vacation and did a superb job of 
running the press room, provided an 
explanation. Later, the reporter looked on 
as various members of the group prayed, 
from 10:45 p.m. until about 2 a.m., 
that the Holy Spirit would take over each 
phase of the N.Y. campaign. 

Not much of a story in people praying 














PEOPLE: WORDS AND EVENTS 


Camera on Congregation — Dr. 
Theodore H. Palmquist, pastor of 
Foundary Methodist Church, Wash- 
ington, D. C., says he is thinking of 
buying a TV camera “to keep it 
turned” on his congregation all the 
time. After a recent telecast at his 
church, he remarked: “I was amazed 
. . » Nobody 
wanted to have a neighbor say ‘I saw 
you sleeping during the sermon.’ Why 
can’t we all behave as though the tele- 
vision cameras were turned on us? 


at the difference it made 


After all, God is with us any time we 
are at worship and isn’t what he sees 
more important than what the neigh- 
bors see?” 


Address by President — President 
Eisenhower has tentatively accepted 
an invitation extended by Dr. Billy 
Graham to address the So. Presbyterian 
Men’s Convention at Miami in Oc- 
tober. Dr. Graham also will speak. 


Ministers Visit Congress — The 
number of ministers visiting Congress 
this session has been extremely high, 
compared to similar periods in other 
years. Several have been asked by the 
regular chaplains to give the opening 
prayers. Among those who have 
opened the Senate are Dr. Perry F. 
Webb, First Baptist Church, San An- 
tonio, Texas; the Rev. William K. 
Penn, St. James Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, Haverton, Pa., 
and the Rev. Martin D’Arcy, Society 
of Jesus, London, England. 


Razing of Landmark —“The Church 
Built From One Tree,” in Santa Rosa, 
Calif., will be torn down to make 
room for a city parking lot unless a 
campaign to raise $15,000 is success- 
ful. Built in 1873 from 78,000 feet 
of lumber cut out of a single giant 
redwood, the church was one of the 
few buildings to survive the 1906 
earthquake. It was sold to the city by 
the First Baptist Church. The razing 
will start May 19 unless $15,000 is 
available to pay for moving it. 


Clergymen and Surgeons —Phy- 
sicians and clergymen are co-workers 
of God as a healing team with com- 
mon goals and mutual concerns in 
their service to the sick. This was the 
consensus of a panel discussion on 
“The Impact of Religion on the Sur- 
geon” at the 25th annual assembly of 


the Southeastern Surgical Congress at 
St. Petersburg, Fla. “There can be 
no doubt,” said Dr. R. L. Saunders of 
Memphis, Tenn., “that the impact of 
religion on the surgeon himself has 
a great influence on the patient. God 
is the one who can help the patient 
the most.” 


Looking Ahead — An _ American- 
Dutch medical missionary in West 
Borneo and his wife have adopted the 
three-year-old son of a Dayak head- 
hunter and hope he will become a 
Christian leader some day among his 
own people. Dr. John G. Breman, 51, 
sometimes called the Albert Schweit- 
zer of West Borneo, nursed the boy 
back to health after he had been given 
up for dead by his father and witch 
doctors. The doctor is now in Ameri- 
ca raising funds for the hospital where 
he has worked for 30 years. 


Handicapped Layman—Hugo Deff- 
ner, crippled Oklahoma City layman 
who conducted a one-man campaign 
to have architects design churches and 
public buildings with street-level en- 
trances, has been named recipient of 
President Eisenhower's trophy as 


“Handicapped Man of the Year.” 


Bombardment in May —Balloons 
containing 250,000 portions of the 
Bible will be launched into Russia 
and satellite countries during the 
first two weeks in May by Billy James 
Hargis, Tulsa Evangelist. He says 
over 1,000,000 Bible portions have 
been floated into communist-domi- 
nated territories in the last four years. 


Digest —Disciples of Christ to launch 
$5,000,000 campaign July 1 to ex- 
pand Butler University’s School of 
Religion. Oklahoma Governor 
Raymond Gary presented first Texas 
Baptist Sunday School Award of Rec- 
ognition. A deacon, he recently opened 
mansion for cottage pray meeting. . . . 
Dr. Joseph Simonson, former Luther- 
an clergyman, resigns as U. S. Am- 
bassador to Ethiopia. Ground 
broken for new $1,000,000 Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board head- 
quarters building at Richmond, Va. 
. . - Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, In- 
dianapolis, United Brethren Church, 
elected president of General Commis- 
sion on Chaplains and Armed Services 


Personnel. 
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‘The Whole Gospel’ 


The speaker asked a question at the 
Pre-evangelistic Conference, General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., in Birmingham, Ala., April 25- 
May 

“What was it that made Paul say 
ever afterwards, ‘. . . for necessity is 
laid upon me. Woe to me if I preach 
not the Gospel.’” 

Then the speaker, Dr. John F. 
Anderson Jr., First Presbyterian 
Church, Dallas, Texas, submitted his 
case concerning the answer. 

It is presented, in part: 

“I submit to you that two inner 
drives made Paul the evangelist that 
They are two sides of the 
same coin perhaps, yet two distinct 
thoughts that ever warned him to 
warn others. 


he was. 


“When Christ's love became opera- 

tive in his heart, he responded to that 
love by turning his whole being to 
pleasing the object of that love. 
Paul took it personally when Jesus 
said, ‘Do you love me? Feed my 
sheep; If you love me keep my com- 
mandments; This is my command- 
that you love one another; Go 
into all the world and preach the 
gospel.’ 

“Paul believed it; let us say it: an 
unevangelistic Christian is a contra- 
Christ gave his fol- 
lowers no choice. . . . There are only 
two kinds of people: those with him 
and those against him. There is only 
one kind of Christian; we are either a 
force for evangelism, really Christian, 
or we are still a field for evangelism, 
not yet Christian at all. 

‘ _— the preacher really lov es 
his Lord, it ‘sticks out all over.’ No 
one, eae Se him preach, has the feel- 
ing that he has pulled his chair up to 
a fire that has gone out; the warmth 
radiates to every part of the congrega- 
tion. When the session establishes this 
rapport of love, they do not have a 
committee on evangelism; they are a 
committee on evangelism! 

A. J. Gordon has testified, ‘I 
used to say, Lord, have compassion on 
this lost world. Then one day came 
his answer, I have had compassion. I 
gave my heart. Now you give yours.’ 
That is ‘exactly what Paul did— exactly 
what we must do. . . We are evange- 
lists first because we are controlled by 
Christ's love. 

“Paul was also filled with evange- 
listic fervor because he felt an obliga- 
tion to men that compelled him. He 
felt a singular debt to all who had not 


ment, 


diction in terms. 


heard, to all who were bound to ‘this 
body of death’ as he once had been. . . 
In the same spirit of his Saviour, 
whose earthly ministry exemplified the 
fact that he always had a mission for 
all and a message for each, Paul 
pushed on, never satished to test on 
laurels. He was tremendously 
concerned by what was happening to 
them, both here and hereafter. Noth- 
ing but the whole Gospel was strong 
enough medicine for such a malady. 
“The church is always in danger of 
two heresies that stifle its evangelistic 
voice: a false idea of man and a false 
idea of God. Equally dangerous is it 
to say, ‘Man is all right’ or ‘God is all 
love.’ How simple is Satan’s snare! If 
there really is no such thing as sin, if 
man’s difficulty is nothing but lack of 
education or social adjustment or some 
other rationalistic nonsense, there is 
no need to alert the body of Christ. 
How strange that we fall for it. . . 
“Equally erroneous is the idea of 
God that paints him as a kindly and 
naive grandfather type that would not 
harm a hair of any of his mischievous 
charges. There is a dark line in God's 
face, and fatal it is to forget it. God 
without his righteous holiness would 
not be God. In commenting on the 
fact that Christ clearly stated, ‘For 
judgment I am come into this world, 
that they which see not might see; 
and that they which see might be 
made blind (John 9:39),’ Dr. John 
Barlow in his forceful book, God So 
Loved, writes, ‘. . . the decisive fact to 
keep before us is not that Christ is 
our judge no less than our Saviour, 
but that he is our Judge in order that 
he may be our Saviour. The judgment 
of God is not outside the sphere of 
grace, but it is at its very heart. The 
God who was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto himself, could not but 
judge sin if sin were ever to be fully 
forgiven, which is an entirely dif- 
ferent matter from condoning it. 
Many a wrong is condoned which is 
never forgiven’ (page 49, Fleming H. 
Revell, Publishers, 1952). 
“All of the seriousness of this whole 
Gospel explains what kept Paul going. 
“This whole Gospel we must have 
if we would be the whole Christians 
that Christ would have. The very 
nature of our faith is that we must 
give it out or we will give it up. And 
we will give it out if we are controlled 
by the love of Christ above us and are 
concerned about the condition of men 
around us.” 











for baptism of the Holy Spirit, the re- 
porter figured. This prayer meeting may 






well have been the most important event 


at 


the schedule-jammed convention, 


which offered many excellent speakers. 


The idea of importance was ably 


pinned down in the final convention ad 
dress by Dr. J. C. McPheeters, president 


of Asbury Thelogical Seminary, 


Wil 


more, Kentuc ky. 


He said, in part: 
“The dropped stitch, the missing link, 


the lost chord in the modern church is 
emphasis upon the work and ministry of 
the Holy Spirit. We will not recover 
this lost heritage for the modern church 
in an agreement on theological terms 
concerning the experience of Pentecost 
but rather in an agreement upon the fact 
of the experience and the necessity . 


of being baptized with the Holy Ghost. 


“I am not pleading for a sacrifice of 


theological conviction. We must main 
tain our theological convictions concern- 


ing Pentecost. 


But while maintaining 


our theological convictions, we should 
realize that others have come to a per- 
sonal Pentecost over a theological high- 
way which bears a different number than 
the one on which we are traveling. 


“I came to my personal Pentecost over 


the highway of a Methodist theological 


terminology. 


However, I have known 


others who have come to a_ personal 
Pentecost over the highway of a Calvin- 
istic terminology. 


“Dr. Jesse O. Van Meter was for many 


years an outstanding leader in the Pres 
byterian church in the state of Kentucky. 
He was for 20 years president of the 
Lees Junior College at Jackson, Ky. After 
reaching the age of retirement, he ac- 
cepted the pastorate of the Presbyterian 


Church in Wilmore, Ky. . . 


. He capti- 


vated the community within a short time. 


“It was my high privilege to know 


Dr. Van Meter as an intimate, personal 
friend. I recall a conversation which | 


ha 


2d with him one summer when he 


talked to me freely concerning a spiritual 
quest of his own heart. He said: ‘For 
some time I have had a deep concern for 
the baptist of the Holy Ghost. I have 
recently been reading the old authors 
on this subject, including Finney, Torrey 
and Moody. I have even spent some days 
in fasting and prayer. There is a great 
outreach in my heart for this spiritual 
enduement in my personal life.’ Six 
months had passed following that conver- 
sation, when I met Dr. Van Meter on 
the street in Wilmore. A new radiance 
and joy was reflected in his countenance 
as he greeted me. 


summer I confided to you concerning a 


“He said: ‘You will recall that last 
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spiritual quest. . . . My hunger was re- 
newed within recent days. I had been 
praying and waiting upon the Lord daily 
for the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 
Two days ago while I was praying and 
meditating in the early morning, the 
inner voice said to me: ‘I am coming 
soon.’ Yesterday morning while I was 
praying, at 9 o'clock, the blessed com- 
forter came in his mighty baptism. I am 
now rejoicing in the fullness of his Spirit.’ 
Tears of joy clouded my friend’s eyes in 
a rhapsody of praise. In quietude we 
prayed and praised God together on the 
street. Dr. Van Meter’s church was 
crowded to overflowing during the few 
remaining years of his ministry. . . . 

“No group of God’s children holds a 
monopoly on the way to Pentecost, by 
virtue of a distinctive theological inter- 
pretation in order to unite together in a 
common bond of unity and prayer, for a 
mighty baptism with the Holy Ghost in 
our modern churches and for the spread 
of a great heaven-sent revival throughout 
the nation and around the world.” 


Other convention highlights: 


Dr. Paul P. Petticord, president of 
Western Evangelical Seminary, Portland, 
Oregon, re-elected to second one-year 
term as president of NAE. Dr. E. R. 
Bertermann of St. Louis, Mo., executive 
director of The Lutheran Hour, elected 
president of National Religious Broad- 
casters, Inc. Dr. J. Palmer Muntz, pastor 
of Cazenovia Park Baptist Church, Buf- 
falo, named chairman of American section 


of World Evangelical Fellowship. 


PResolutions: Strong stand taken against 
Federal aid to education. . . . U. S. Infor- 
mation Service (Voice of America) 
praised for “forward steps now being 
taken in the handling of religious infor- 
mation.”. . . . Recognition of Red China 
opposed on grounds “it would be unques- 
tionably immoral and un-Christian.” . . . 
Billy Graham assured of “united prayer- 
ful support” in New York Crusade. 


Suspension of Aid 
A request has been voiced that Ameri- 


can economic aid to Spain and Colombia 
be stopped until the State Department 
“is convinced that religious liberty for all 
faiths has been restored.” 

Dr. C. Stanley Lowell, associate execu- 
tive director of Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, in calling attention to 
millions of dollars in economic and tech- 
nical aid going to both countries, stated: 

“We concede that our aid should not 
be used as an instrument for political or 
economic domination of any country. It 
is not for us to tell a foreign government 


Handcrafts for Bo 





By Eleanor Doan — ys 


Handcraft and Hobby Fun 


For Juniors and Junior High 
Here is the newest contribution 
by this popular author to meet 
the demand for activity sugges- 
tions. This book has hundreds of 
handcraft ideas for young people 
9-14. Such virtually useless items 
as burnt-out bulbs, cardboard 
boxes, broken clothespins, etc. 
are the basic ingredients for 
scores of useful and decorative 
handcrafts such as sewing bas- 
kets, magazine racks, peg boards, 
etc. 

Available March, 1957. Illustrated. 
aper, $1.50 


261 Handcrafts and Fun 


For Little Ones 


Handcrafts for Primary Chil- 
dren. Illustrated directions for 
easy-to-make handcrafts in- 
clude aquariums, aprons, 
games and other useful and eco- 
nomical items. These handcratfts 
make perfect gifts for parents and 
other older people and wonder- 
ful toys for the boys and girls 





By Vernon and Carolyn Howard 


Easy-To-Make 
Toys and Games 


Here are complete illustrated in- 
structions for making nearly 50 
different toys and games. Most of 
these toys and games will prove 
valuable as DVES object lessons 
Each project illustrated. Paper, 50c 


Easy Handcrafts for Juniors 


The projects described in this 
handy little book are useful as 
gifts, in decorating children’s 


rooms, etc. Each handcratt is il- 

lustrated and clearly explained 

in simple language 

6"' x 9°’; 64 pages. Paper, $1.00 

500 Things For Boys 
and Girls To Do 


This book abounds in illustrated 
handcrafts and activities for boys 














themselves. and girls of beginner's age. 
Paper, $1.50 Paper, illustrated. 


75/9" x 1034" 
Zondervan Publications 
ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER 


“SOUL-WINNING IS EASY” by C. S. Lovett 


Only book of its kind with Pictures and Dialogue SHOW- 
ING HOW to win souls for Christ. This one. clear, 
Spirit-given method guarantees earnest hristians 
genuine results for Christ through its valuable tech- 
niques at the decision point. 


Only $1.00—Send for your copy today, Postpaid. 


CHRISTIAN SUPPLY, Baldwin Park, Calif. 


$1.00 























MMER SCHOOL 
at EASTERN 


Three 3 week terms 
June 4 to August 2 


Special attention will be given to the needs of the working 
pastor. Dormitories available. Swimming privileges. 


for information, write Director of Summer School 


The EASTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


City Line and Lancaster Avenue Philadelphia 31, Penna. 
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which receives our aid that it must estab- 
lish religious liberty, but we do have a 
moral obligation to state our belief that 
it ought to establish religious liberty.” 

Dr. Lowell charged that 200 Protes- 
tant schools have been closed in Colom- 
bia since 1948, some 47 Protestant 
churches have been destroyed by fire or 
dynamite and 77 Colombia Protestants 
“have been killed because of their re- 
ligious faith.” He said many Protestant 
churches remain closed in Spain and that 
Protestants have been placed under civil 
disabilities there because of their reli- 
gious beliefs. 





BRITISH ISLES 





Festival in Moscow 


The Youth Department of the British 
Council of Churches has advised young 
people against participating in the com- 
munist-sponsored Youth Festival to be 
held in Moscow this summer. 

Recent criticism has suggested that 
Christians, by refusing to take part in 
the Moscow festival, are losing an oppor- 
tunity of witnessing to their faith and 
of creating a better understanding be- 
tween Christianity and communism. 

The Rev. O. Fielding Clarke, a mem- 
ber of the Christian Commission for the 
festival, claims that many young people, 
from Roman Catholics on the one hand 
to Quakers on the other, are ignoring 
the British Council of Churches and 
registering as delegates. He said, “Let 
the young people on both sides of the 
so-called Iron Curtain meet freely. A 
Christianity that has to be kept in cotton- 
wool is of little value in the world today 
and had scant appeal to young men and 
women of spirit.” 

Replying to this, the Rev. Howard 
Hi. Patey, secretary of the BCC Youth 
Department, said the major voluntary 
youth organizations in Britain have 
“warmly commended” the Youth Depart- 
ment statement and are agreed “it would 
serve no constructive purpose for any 
British youth organization to send rep- 
resentatives to this festival.” These or- 
ganizations include the YMCA, the 
YWCA, Boy Scouts and Girl Guides 
\ssociations, National Boys and Mixed 
Clubs Associations. F.C. 


Problem in Ireland 

The emigration of a number of young 
Presbyterian ministers to Canada since 
last summer has aroused much comment 
and concern as to the future of the min- 
istry in Ireland. 

Among reasons given for the emigra- 
tion were the lack of opportunities in 
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‘Bigness and Power’ 


Clergymen “should look inward- 
ly .. . and see if we're on the right 
track, if we’re emphasizing the 
right things,” according to Epis- 
copal Bishop Dudley B. McNeil of 
Western Michigan. 

He told the Grand Rapids Min- 
isterial Association that one reason 
for the continuing “man-made 
catastrophes” might be that the 
Christian Church has come to 
worship “bigness and power” in- 
stead of fostering the “primary 
tenets of love and charity” laid 
down by Christ. 

He added: 

“Perhaps million-dollar churches, 
beautiful rooms, new parish houses, 
church secretaries and assistants 
are not the primary concern of 
Christ so much as that all men and 
women live the best possible Chris- 
tian life. 

“While we seem to be satisfied 
with the way things are, the 
amount of money and number of 
people we send to other areas of 
the world on missionary efforts are 
so small compared with what we 
spend to keep up our own standard 
of living that the results of mission- 
ary work are negligible.” 

Calling upon Christians to “put 
first things first,” he said that, “if 
we believe it’s important to spread 
the doctrine of Christ, we should 
put an appropriate amount of time 
and money into doing that.” 











the smaller country congregations and 
the fact that many ministers had to live 
on inadequate salaries. Other ministers 
are considering the same action. 

Churches other than the Irish Pres- 
byterian also have been affected to a 
lesser extent. 

The supply of students for the ministry 
of the larger Protestant bodies continues 
to be substantial and the spiritual quality 
high. 

The Board of Evangelism of the 
Methodist Church in America is sending 
a group of ministers to conduct a mis- 
sion in Ireland next autumn. Arrange- 
ments are being made by the Irish Meth- 
odist Evangelistic Agency. Ss. W. M. 


EUROPE 


Revival of Confession 
The League of Reformed Churches in 








a movement inside the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKID) toward a 
general revival of individual confession 
of sins. 

A statement issued by the moderamen, 
or top management body, of the league 
said, “We must warn against the false 
view that the confession of sins to a 
preacher or another brother necessarily 
brings forth absolution by virtue of the 
confession itself or by virtue of a super- 
natural authority of the preacher.” 

The Evangelical Church in Germany 
comprised Lutheran, Reformed and 
United Churches. The reformed League 
represents about 450,000 persons and 
embraces most of the country’s Reformed 
parishes. 

The moderamen stated: 

“It is not without reason that the 
fathers of the Reformation fought against 
auricular confession—against the priestly 
claim to power and judgment which 
manifested itself in the medieval practice 
of confession and against the false se- 
curity which men drew from the priestly 
word, which was not the word of God.” 

Individual confession was abolished 
by the Protestant Church in Germany 
around 1700. The practice was reintro- 
duced formally in Bavaria in the middle 
of the 19th century but was observed 
only in isolated cases. 


Birkeli Resigns 


Dr. Fridtjov Birkeli has resigned as 
director of the Department of World 
Missions of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion to become general secretary of the 
Norwegian Missionary Society. 


Balked by Sentiment 


Popular sentiment has balked plans to 
tear down remains of the war-bombed 
Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church. 

The church’s board of trustees ap 
proved the proposal, but changed the 
decision after their announced plans cre- 
ated a storm of protest. A communist East 
Berlin paper joined the clamor. 

Trustees compromised by announcing 
they will retain the blackened 350-foot 
tower and probably erect a small church 
adjacent to it. 

A symbol of postwar Berlin, the tower 
stands in the center of a traffic circle at 
one end of the Kurfuerstendamm, the 
city’s most popular shopping and hotel 
thoroughfare. 

Known to Berliners as the Gedaechtnis- 
kirche, the Memorial Church was dedi- 
cated in 1897 to Kaiser Wilhelm I, who 
died in 1888. Mosaics in the west lobby 
depicting the Hohenzollern rulers sur- 


vived the Allied air attacks which shat- 


Germany has criticized what it said was tered the building on Nov. 23, 1943. 
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AFRICA 
Church Offerings 


Widespread consternation throughout 
the Christian community of Egypt greeted 
the “Fatwa” (legal opinion) by the gov- 
ernment that collections should not be 
taken in churches or mosques. 

Mosques do not take up a collection 
at weekly services. 

The opinion said all contributions 
toward the support of such institutions 
should be systemized under the super- 
vision of the Ministry of Social Affairs. 

While a “Fatwa” does not carry the 
force of law, the announcement is inter- 
preted as a prelude to the issuance of 
specific legislation. Observers cannot pre- 
dict, however, how the government can 
reconcile such a step with the clear-cut 
guarantees in new Constitution with 
respect to free and unfettered worship. 
Christianity holds offerings to be an in- 
tegral part of the total act of worship. 

The announcement, according to 
Christian leaders, is but one more link 
in the chain of evidence which shows the 
determination of the present regime to 
restrict the freedom of minority religious 
groups, whether local or foreign. 





Nigerian Broadcasts 


A Baptist Clergyman has been named 
first chairman of the newly-formed Ni- 
gerian Broadcasting Corporation. He 
is Dr. J. T. Ayorinde, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Lagos, and a vice presi- 
dent of the Baptist World Alliance. 

His appointment has been hailed in 
Nigeria as an indication that the broad- 
casting corporation will encourage re- 
ligious freedom. 

“I see this as an opportunity to make 
« civic contribution,” said the 49-year- 
old former president of the Nigerian 
Baptist Convention (1950-1955). 


Return to Egypt 


Less than 48 hours after the announce- 
ment by the U. S. State Department 
that the five-month ban on Americans 
traveling to Egypt, Jordan, Syria and 
Israel had been lifted, wives and children 
of American diplomatic, business and 
missionary personnel began returning to 
Egypt—the land they had left so hastily 
when the fighting began last October. 

Some 40 men, women and children of 
the American (United Presbyterian) 
Mission were expected to return on a 
single KLM flight from Europe. To- 
gether with others, on extended furloughs 
in the United States, these returnees 
have done much to relieve the pressure 


of work for those who did not evacuate 
or were permitted earlier returns. 

Lifting of the ban was regarded as a 
healthy sign, looking forward to con- 
tinued improvement of the political 
situation in the Middle East. 

With expectations of a huge influx of 
tourists during the spring and summer, 
Israel has rushed plans to make the 
visitors more comfortable. 

“Pent-up desires to visit the land of 
the Bible have been building up in 
America at a tremendous rate,” said 
Joseph Ilan, director of the Israel Govern- 
ment Tourist Office in New York. 

Air lines are adding new equipment 
and more schedules to the run. Air-con- 
ditioned hotels are being opened and 


others are modernizing. 


Sign in Capetown 


Anglical authorities erected a sign on 
the steps of St. George’s Cathedral in 
Capetown: 

“This cathedral is open to all men and 
women of all races to all services at all 
times.” 

The cathedral is a stone’s throw from 
the House of Assembly which approved, 
upon its second reading, the Native Laws 
Amendment bill, giving the government 
the right to prohibit Africans from wor- 
shipping with whites. 

The measure has been denounced by 
leaders of most major religious bodies in 
South Africa. Some served notice on 
the government that they will defy the 
bill if it becomes law. 

Dr. Richard Ambrose Reeves, Anglican 
Bishop of Johannesburg, told _parish- 
ioners they could not in good conscience 
obey such legislation. 

The very Reverend T. ]. Savage, Dean 
of Capetown, said the cathedral sign was 
“not put up as a protest against anything, 
but as a positive statement of where we 
stand and have stood in the past. It 
represents the policy of this church since 
33 A.D. We thought it a good time to 
remind people of it.” 





FAR EAST 


Indonesia Crusade 


The Rev. Dave Morken, well known 
evangelist in the Far East, will hold 
special meetings in four cities of Indo- 
nesia during May under sponsorship of 
Orient Crusades. 

Many churches are uniting for the 
meetings. Working with the evangelist 
will be Norman Nelson, soloist. Roy 





Robertson of the Navigators will be in 
charge of follow-up work. Ais Pormes 
is secretary of the Indonesian committee. 








Resurgence in Asia 


A revival of every major religion of 
Asia is in process. 

The changes taking place over the 
vast expanse, where over half the world’s 
population lives, have been described as 
“revolution.” These changes have to do 
not only with politics, but also with 
economics, culture and religion. 

With the advent of the new inde- 
pendent nations—India, Pakistan, Burma, 
Indonesia, and Korea—a re- 
newed interest has naturally been mani- 
fested in culture and history. As the 
culture of these nations has been closely 
related to native religions, there has been 


Vietnam 


a resurgence of religion in most lands. 
In some sections where native religions 
have not been very active, they have been 
stimulated by the Christian Church— 
their revival, to some extend, has been in 
self-defense. Some branches of Buddhism 
in Japan have built auditoriums, where 
they have worship services similar to 
Christian 
showing rapid growth. In Formosa, where 
Buddhism has been somewhat decadent, 
there have been signs of new activity. A 
Buddhist church has been erected, with 
pews, a pulpit, organ, choir and Sunday 
School. The only observable difference 
in the building is that, instead of a cross 
on the roof, there is a swastika resting on 


practice. Shintoism also is 


a lotus flower. 

Representatives of theological institu- 
tions in east Asia met in Bangkok recently 
and made plans for a study institute to 
be held at Singapore from July 1 to 
August 30. Because of the importance of 
understanding these native religions and 
the new developments taking place with- 
in them, the institute is to be devoted 
entirely to the study of such religions. 

The Christian religion also is in the 
midst of a great expansion. ).D. 





War Loss Claims 


One hundred and two claims to- 
taling $26,713,000 have been filed 
with the U. S. Foreign Claims Set- 
tlement Commission by Roman 
Catholic, Protestant and non-Chris- 
tian bodies asking compensation 
for war losses sustained in the 
Philippines. 

Protestant groups filed 44 claims 
amounting to $3,508,000. Roman 
Catholic organizations filed 34 
claims totaling $14,221,000. 

A single claim of $6,002,000 
was made by the Universal Theo- 
manistic Association for the alleged 
death of 3,000 members. 
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HISTORICAL APOLOGETIC 


Thales to Dewey, a History of Phi- 
losophy, by G. H. Clark. Hough- 
ton Mifflin, 1957. $5.00. 

A sound scholarly text on the History 
of Philosophy in the light of the Word 
of God has long been desired by Chris- 
tian teachers and students. The present 
work by Professor Gordon H. Clark is 
admirably suited to meet this need. Solid 
scholarship and biblical faith appear in 
this volume, not in juxtaposition, but 
fused into a unified whole. Chapters 
five and eleven, titled respectively “The 
Patristic Period,” and “Contemporary 
Irrationalism,” are representative of the 
book as a whole in this important respect. 

The discussion of the Patristic period 
opens with the drawing of a clear-cut 
contrast between Paganism and Christi- 
anity. A careful analysis of the logic of 
the terms “transcendent” and “immanent” 
serves to clarify the contrary opposition 
between Greek Immanentism and He- 
brew Transcendence. The Scripture doc- 
trines of Creation and Revelation stand 
out sharply against the background of 
Greek Philosophy even at its best in 
Platonism and Stoicism. Alleged resem- 
blances between the latter philosophy and 
the New Testament are exposed as super- 
ficial and attempts to find Pauline the- 
ology in Paganism are weighed and found 
wanting. The cogent argument brought 
against the claim that Paul taught ascetic 
dualism is the apostle’s opposition to the 
heretics at Colossae who lived by the 
evil maxim “Touch not, taste not, handle 
not”. Equally pertinent in relation to 
the assertion that Paul was a mystic is 
the observation that Paul’s visions, unlike 
those of Plotinus, were full of subjects 
and predicates. “And the things known, 
the doctrines revealed are not echoes of 
Greek philosophy or mystery religions” 
cp. 194). 

The distance between the first and 
the twentieth century may appear im- 
mense. Yet modern irrationalism re-en- 
acts the “failure of nerve” that marked 
the closing centuries of antiquity. Pro- 
fessor Clark sketches the line of develop- 
ment from Hegel the last great Rationalist 
of modern times, to Marx and Kierke- 
gaard on the one hand, and on the other, 
through French positivism to Pragmatism 
culminating in the Instrumentalism of 
John Dewey. 

No attempt is made to present an 
exhaustive account of the development 
since Hegel. Any presentation of living 
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philosophers is disclaimed, although an 
exception is made by way of a reference 
to the dialectical theology of Emil Brun- 
ner and its kinship with the atheistic 
Existentialism of Sartre and Heidegger. 
Heidegger, incidentally, disclaims this 
label which Sartre vaunts. A future edi- 
tion of the book would be enriched by a 
fuller discussion of Existentialism as the 
most radical expression of Irrationalism. 
At the same time, many contemporary 
readers would appreciate some reference 
to a more rationalistic thinker, Ludwig 
Wittgenstein and the movements of lin- 
guistic analysis dependent on his work 
which exercise a predominant influence 
in the English speaking philosophical 
world today. 

A sacrifice of breadth was no doubt 
required for the achievement of a meas- 
ure of depth in a necessarily limited 
study of a number of difficult thinkers. 
Post-Hegelian German thought is illus- 
trated by the views of Schopenhauer, 
Strauss and Feuerbach. In reference to 
Strauss, the mythologizing theory is 
timely in view of the discussion of de- 
mythologizing the New Testament stirred 
up recently by Bultmann under the in- 
fluence of Heidegger's philosophy. Un- 
belief can attach itself as readily to an 
irrationalist as to a rationalist philosoplty. 

More detailed treatment is reserved 
for Marx, Kierkegaard and Nietzsche, 
as befits the stature and influence of 
these thinkers. Hegel’s dialectic with its 
repudiation of fixity in the world or in 
thought profoundly influenced the three 
notwithstanding their violent antagonism 
to Hegel’s rational absolute. Marx shares 
Hegel’s collectivism, which is anathema 
to Kierkegaard and also to Nietzsche, 
whose Superman is explained to be a 
type of superior individual such as Caesar 
of Napoleon. Marx and Nietzsche are 
avowedly anti-Christian, while Kierke- 
gaard champions Christianity to the ex- 
tent of condemning the established 
Church for its satisfaction with externals 
without the life of the cross. Yet Kierke- 
gaard’s intensely Christian feeling em- 
bodied itself in the language of Hegel’s 
dialectic. The result was the extravagant 
identification of truth with subjectivity 
which has inspired dialectical theologians 
and existentialist philosophers in the 
twentieth century. The logical incon- 
gruity of such sceptical subjectivism is 
pointed out together with the religious 
consequence that an idol would be as 
satisfactory as God, if objective truth 
were indifferent in relation to subjective 


feeling. The critique of Kierkegaard’s 
subjectivism is an application of a general 
principle which Dr. Clark wields against 
every form of Scepticism. The principle 
is that as soon as Scepticism makes any 
assertion, it destroys itself, since its es- 
sence is the refusal to assert anything. 
Dialectical materialism is thus refuted by 
pointing out that if thought is the natural 
product of the brain, there is no reason 
to believe that ideas of dialectical ma- 
terialism are more natural or more true 
than others. Nietzsche’s theory of evolu- 
tionary rationalism is disposed of by 
showing that if it is true, it must be false. 

The logical law of non-contradiction 
likewise discredits Pragmatism as devel- 
oped by James, Schiller and Dewey. Yet, 
the reader will find himself spared any 
sense of monotonous repetition. The 
same principle is variously applied in 
accordance with the variety of forms that 
irrationalist thought assumes and the 
argument is rendered charming by ironi- 
cal turns, of which the remark that 
“solipsism is pragmatically indistinguish- 
able from pragmatism” (p. 512) appears 
to be one of the most subtle instances. 

The analysis of John Dewey’s phi- 
losophy is an appropriate termination to 
the work, not because of any reason for 
holding Dewey to be the ultimate in the 
history of philosophy, but rather because 
of the uncanny influence for evil that 
his philosophy has exercised in education. 
Dewey's disciples have been superficial 
in comparison with their master, but 
Dewey himself, despite the delicacy of 
his dialectic, is as devoid of foundations 
that endure as any other irrationalist 
thinker. 

This chapter reminds the reviewer ol 
the late J. Gresham Machen’s analysis 
of the anti-intellectual character of mod- 
ern liberalism in philosophy and religion. 
In professing Protestantism today, Mod- 
ernism and Neo-orthodoxy alike rest on 
philosophical foundations which are de- 
structive of the intellect. Conservative 
theology which subjects man’s reason to 
the authority of the infallible Word 
stands alone also in ascribing to the in- 
tellect its God-given dignity. The present 
volume, therefore, is no mere textbook 
of the history of philosophy. It is a 
masterpiece of historical apologetic for 
the faith once delivered to the saints. 

Witi1am Younc 


FIVE MARTYRS OF ACUA 


Through Gates of Splendor, by 

Elisabeth Elliot. Harper Brothers. 

$3.75. 

“September, 1955, was the month in 
which Operation Auca really started, the 
month in which the Lord began to weave 





April 29, 1957 





CHRISTIANITY TODAY 





five separate threads into a single glow- 
ing fabric for His Own glory. Five men 
with widely differing personalities had 
come to Ecuador from the eastern United 
States, the West Coast and the Mid- 
western States. Representing three dif- 
ferent faith missions, these men and their 
wives were one in their common belief 
in the Bible as the literal and supernat- 
ural and perfect word from God to man. 
Christ said ‘Go ye’; 
‘Lord, send me.’ ” 

So begins chapter nine in this moving 
portrayal of the lives of the five young 
missionary martyrs of Ecuador. Through 
the first eight chapters, Elisabeth Elliot 

Cherself one of the five missionary 
widows) has skillfully traced the events 
in the lives of these consecrated young 
men that led up to this time when the 
“five scattered threads” began to draw to- 
gether to form the picture that, in Janu- 
ary, 1956, focused the attention of the 
world on a little sandy beach in Ecuador 
beside a river called the Curaray. 

In the 10 chapters that follow she 
describes the careful, prayerful prepara- 
tions leading up to the first personal 
contacts with the savage Aucas; the en- 
couragement that came when the Aucas 
responded with gifts to the friendly 
overtures of the missionaries; and finally 
the “Silence” (chapter 18) of that fate- 
ful day when radio contact ceased. 

Skillfully written, fast-moving, 
Through Gates of Splendor is more than 
just a book; it is a spiritual experience. 
Writing with dignity and restraint, never 
descending to a level of self-pity or 
excessive adulation, Mrs. Elliot draws 
on her own intimate knowledge of the 
details of Operation Auca, along with 
that of other widows, as well as the 
heart-outpourings from the diaries and 
letters of martyred missionaries Jim 
Elliot, Ed McCully, Peter Fleming, 
Nate Saint and Roger Youderian. One 
almost feels that he stands “on holy 
ground” as he is allowed to look into the 
diaries—and indeed into the hearts—of 
these missionary heroes and see their 
devotion to Christ, their utter death to 
self, their compassionate desires to reach 
those who have never heard the Gospel. 

Complete with 64 pages of pictures, 
sparkling with vivid descriptions of na- 
tive speech, dress and customs, Through 
Gates of Splendor is 256 pages of en- 
grossing reading. But always the reader 
is gripped with its deep spiritual message. 
Between its lines and behind its pages 
there seem to ring out five strong young 
voices with the words they sang only a 
few hours before they laid down their 
lives for Christ and the Aucas for whom 


He died: 


their answer was 


“We rest on Thee, Our Shield 
and our Defender, 
Thine is the Battle, Thine 
shall be the praise 
When passing through the 
gates of pearly splendor 
Victors, we rest with Thee 
through endless days.” 
Larry Warp 


FERTILE IDEAS 


Prayer and Life’s Highest, by Paul 

S. Rees. Eerdmans, 1956. $2.00. 

The six chapters of this slender volume 
by the Pastor of the First 
Church of Minneapolis discuss prayers of 
the Apostle Paul under the he adings of 
Mastery, 


Excellency, , Sanct- 


These are 


Consistency 
ty, Expectancy and Serenity. 


not ordinary devotional readings, de- 


signed to preface periods of prayer but | 
solid materials which ought to be read | 





Covenant | 


and reread by those in quest of the deep | 


things of the Spirit of God. Nearly every 
page suggests fertile ideas for sermons or 
discussions concerning prayer, but not 
in the neat outline form that can be 
utilized with scant preparation. Rather 
by suggesting fresh interpretations and 
applications, the chapters will stimulate 
the reader to further study by which he 
can develop his own exposition of these 
important topics. Though the reputation 
of Dr. Rees as a preacher and writer has 
long been an enviable one, this book even 
surpasses his usual excellence. It may 
well have taken form during the London 
crusade, when the author as special 
preacher to British pastors, witnessed 
anew the great power of prayer. At 
least it selects a liberty and freedom 
that a pastor seldom enjoys to this degree 
within his own parish. A master in the 
use of the English language, Dr. Rees 
writes with facility and spiritual power, 
revealing a breadth of knowledge and 
penetrating insight into the best litera- 
ture, both sacred and secular. The vol- 
ume abounds with fresh and telling illus- 
trations, choice quotations and exegetical 
and expository passages, all presented 
without the moralistic or didactic tone 
that mars so much writing in this field. 

To indicate the intellectual and spir- 
itual vigor of this book one paragraph is 
quoted from the initial chapter, dealing 
with the prayers of the apostle for the 
Ephesians: 

“Prayer for masterful living—that’s 
what we have here. Prayer for Chris- 
tians that they may find in Christ, 
since they cannot find it anywhere 
else, the ability to cope with life, to 
beat down the ‘principalities and 
power, to turn back the onrush of 
temptation, to outwit the machinations 
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of the devil, to subdue and regulate 
the instinctual drives of human nature, 
to fasten to the Cross the false ego that 
so stubbornly resists its doom—what 
prayer for mastery this is!” 

This is a book that should win an 
To 


the present reviewer, at least, it seems 


honored place in prayer literature. 


destined to become a classic and perhaps 
some day to be numbered with the writ- 
ings of Alexander Whyte, Andrew Mur- 
ray, A. J. and John Henry 
Jowett. Eric Epwin Paucson 


Gordon 


PULPIT MASTER 


500 Selected Sermons, by T. De- 

Witt Talmadge. Baker, 1956. $4.50. 

A reading of the sermons of great pul- 
pit masters of the past serves forcibly to 
remind us that timely preaching is always 
that preaching which is concerned with 
the timeless themes. 

Though preached during a stirring 
period of great conflict and change, the 
sermons of T. DeWitt Talmadge still 
today seem to be speaking to our con- 
Some of the themes 
this volume under 
“The Gospel of Health,” 
Pain,” “A Helpful 
and “The Dangers of Pessi- 
These sound almost like some of 


temporary situation. 
of the sermons in 
review are 
“Surgery without 
Religion” 
mism. 
our “peace of mind” and “power of posi- 
tive thinking” sermons today, yet they 
are all presented within the framework 
of real, solid, enduring theology. 

In Talmadge’s heyday evolution and 
the new critical views of the Bible were 
to the fore in the thinking of the popular 
man. Talmadge took up his cudgels and 
went to work in behalf of the “splendors 
of orthodoxy.” How he fought the battle 
in his day is seen in such sermons in 
this volume as “The Monarch of Books,” 
“The Guess of Evolution,” “Revision of 
Creeds,” “Expurgation of the Scriptures” 
and “Slanders Against the Bible.” Some- 
thing of his approach can be understood 
from these words with which he opened 
his sermon, “Splendors of Orthodoxy” 

A great London fog has come down 
upon some of the ministers and some 
of the churches in the shape of what 
is called ‘advanced thought’ in biblical 
interpretation. All of them, without 
any exception, deny the full inspira- 
tion of the Bible. Genesis 
allegory, and there are many 
in the Bible. 

Still relevant to our day of revolution 
in biblical theology, is it not? 

One of the great problems facing us 
today is the matter of communication. 
How shall we communicate the truth of 
God to modern man? The scholars are 
seeking to find a new vocabulary that 
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is an 
myths 


can speak in the dimension of revelation. 
These sermons of Talmadge unveil the 
secret of communication. It is not in new 
words, but in preaching the old words 
in a down to earth, practical, everyday 
way that will help people. Rather than 
preaching in precise theological terms, 
Talmadge painted word pictures of truth 
that impressed themselves on the hearts 
of men. 

T. DeWitt Talmadge was one of 
America’s most influential preachers 
around the turn of the century. He 
preached to great crowds in “The Cen- 
tral Presbyterian Church of Brooklyn, 
N. Y. and millions more were reached 
through the printing of his sermons in 
the newspapers. Five hundred of his best 
sermons are now being printed in ten 
double volumes by Baker Book House 
so that Christians of today may be guided 
and inspired by the successful pulpit 
message and methods of this great preach- 
er of the last century. This double vol- 
ume III-IV contains 54 sermons of the 
and the themes with which they 
deal are all very much to the fore in the 
Christian life of our day. 


series 


The rhetoric of this pulpit master 
loses something by being printed rather 
than preached, and the style is not what 
our newspaper type minds are used to, 
but these messages still have meat and 
will nourish us in our stirring times 
which are not so far removed from those 
W. G. Foster 


of Talmadge. 


SCHOLARLY COMMENTARIES 


The Epistle of St. Paul to the Gal- 
atians, by Lightfoot. Zondervan, 
$3.50. St. Paul’s Epistle to the Phi- 
lippians, by Lightfoot. Zondervan, 
$3.50. St. Paul’s Epistles to the Co- 
lossians and to Philemon, by Light- 
foot. Zondervan, $4.50. 

Scholarly commentaries on the Greek 
text of the letters of the Apostle Paul are 
not being produced by British and Amer- 
ican scholars today. Because of this the 
serious student of the Scriptures is forced 
to turn either to the works of German 
and Dutch scholars Cif he is able) or to 
the works of past generations. It is to 
supply this latter type of demand that 
the Zondervan Publishing House has 
reprinted these three commentaries of 
the Cambridge scholar, J. B. Lightfoot. 

Dr. Lightfoot was a colleague of the 
well-known New Testament scholars 
Westcott and Hort, and his commen- 
taries in the “Macmillan Series” on the 
books of the New Testament and the 
Apostolic Fathers have been in constant 
demand from the time they first appeared 
90 years ago right down to our own day. 
In the books before us we have a good 





deal more than just a commentary, and 
this is perhaps what has made them so 
valuable to serious students. The ques- 
tions of Introduction are made to live. 
Exactly who were the Galatians, where 
and in what condition was Paul when he 
wrote to the Philippians, what was the 
nature of the heresy at Colossae? Light- 
foot’s style is energetic, arresting and 
lively as he considers these matters that 
in some commentaries are as dry as dust. 

In the body of the commentaries there 
is full and ample discussion of the exe- 
getical problems involved, and _ the 
thoroughness of the author’s acquain- 
tance with the Greek classics, as well as 
the language of the New Testament, is 
soon apparent. If one is interested in 
knowing what the Greek text of the 
Apostle Paul says, he won’t find many 
who know and sympathize with the 
language and thought of the apostle 
better than Lightfoot. 

But not the least interesting part of 
each commentary is the appendix where 
one finds in the Commentary on the 
Galatians two long dissertations, one on 
the Brethren of the Lord, and one on 
Paul’s relationships with Peter, James 
and John. In the Colossians and Phile- 
mon is an appendix on the Essenes and 
their relationship to Christianity, a sub- 
ject that will be increasingly discussed 
in the light of the new knowledge of the 
Qumran community. And in the com- 
mentary on the Philippians there is a 
brief comment on the relations of Paul 
to the Stoic philosopher Seneca, and then 
a 90 page essay on, “The Christian Min- 
istry.” This latter has been bound sepa- 
rately in past years and has been highly 
prized by those whose persuasion in 
matters of church polity is Episcopalian. 
It is definitely of a “low-church” char- 
acter and could be read with profit by 
all those who seek light on the nature of 
the ministry and priesthood in the early 
church. 

It should be clearly stated that Light- 
foot’s commentaries are not of the homi- 
letical, sermon-starter variety. But the 
student of the New Testament who is 
interested in knowing exactly what the 
Apostle Paul had to say will find these 
books invaluable. 

Josep C. Horsrook, Jr. 


SPLENDID TOOL 


A Greek-English Lexicon of the 
New Testament and Other Early 
Christian Literature, translated and 
edited by W. F. Arndt and F. W. 
Gingrich from W. Bauer's Grie- 
chischdeutsches Worterbuch zu den 
Schriften des Neuen Testaments 
und der ubrigen Urchristlichen 
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Literatur 4th ed. 1952. University 

of Chicago Press, 1957. $14.00. 

The publication of this lexicon will 
make a major contribution to the study 
of the Greek New Testament text among 
present-day scholars. For many centuries 
earnest students of the scriptures have 
felt compelled to go back to the original 
text to ascertain their true meaning. To 
do this the best possible tools are essen- 
tial. Basic to the study of the Greek text 
is a sound lexicon. The older lexicons 
leaned heavily on the classical lexicons 
to find their meanings. But the inspired 
authors of the New Testament did not 
write in the same vein as the classical 
authors. The Greek of the New Testa- 
ment is the language of the people, the 
so-called koine Greek of every-day life 
and usage. 

Those contributing to this lexicon 
availed themselves of the vast 
ircheological discoveries which have 
thrown so much light on the meaning 
of New Testament Greek words. In ad- 
dition to giving a competent translation 
of Walter Bauer’s Greek-German Lexi- 
con, they have extended it and revised it. 
There has been some re-arrangement of 
entries, corrections and the inclusion of 
more irregular verb-forms—all to render 
this work a splendid tool for every 
student who wishes to “search the Scrip- 
tures” in the original. §Stmgs Lessty 


have 


PRACTICAL EPISTLE 


Make Your Faith Work, by Louis 

H. Evans. Revell, 1957. $2.50. 

The Epistle of James is the least tech- 
nical of all the Epistles. It is full of 
strong, practical sense and has a message 
for Christians of every degree of attain- 
ment. James insists that the Christian’s 
religion must show. There are certain 
marks by which people can recognize a 
Christian. With remarkable skill Dr. 
Evans shows us that if we want to be 
real followers of Christ, the Epistle to 
James is a good guide. 

There are many theories as to the au- 
thorship of the Epistle of James. Dr. 
Evans is persuaded that the best evidence 
favors the view that the author was 
James, the brother of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. With this assumption, Dr. Evans 
writes, 

If the brother of Jesus was the au- 

thor—and we proceed on that well- 

established premise—then the Epistle 
he wrote becomes something more 
than merely interesting, for it con- 
tains the conclusions of a_ brother 
about a divine brother. What could 
be more intimate, more revealing? 
Brothers are always hypersensitive to 
what their own think and say about 





them. ‘What does your brother think 
of you?’ is a question that goes into 
your heart like a knife. So what 
James says about Jesus, about his 
faith and works, would go deep. 

After the Resurrection James became 
an ardent believer in the deity of Christ. 
He served as the pastor of the Church 
at Jerusalem, and it was to him that the 
Christians of the day flocked for fellow- 
ship and counsel. James, says Dr. Evans, 
saw in the life of Christ not only a faith 
but a force. As a result of what he saw 
he has given us a practical way of living 
and realistic power to match the prob- 
lems of the day. 

The nine chapters in this book all 
deal with soul-searching questions. The 
topics are, “How Do You Face Life’s 
Trials?,” “Is Your Religion Words or 
Works?,” “Are You Prejudiced?,” “Is 
Your Tongue Converted?,” “Do You 
Own a Peaceful Heart?,” “Are You Con- 
ceited?,” “Is Your Money Converted?,” 
“Can Your Faith Heal?” and “Are You 
a Soul Winner?” The author tells us that 
if the reader can answer these questions 
in the proper way, then his brothers and 
family may catch the vision of the divine 
brother, too. Many a doubting Thomas 
may be arrested by the evidences of the 
reader's Christian life, filled as it can be 
with workable, practical power. 

While in no wise minimizing the 
value of the healing of the body, Dr. 
Evans shows in this book that men are 
far more interested in the healing of the 
body than in the healing of the soul. 
With this observation, he comments, 

Would to God it were possible to 
arouse as much interest in the heal- 
ing of a man’s soul as we have in the 
healing of his body! Regrettably, it 
has never been thus, in human so- 
ciety. . . . People flock to the spec- 
tacular. They come with little urging 
to pray in intercession for the healing 
of physical man. But suppose you tell 
these same people that ‘the prayer of 
faith will save the sick’ and inform 
them that you are using this word 
‘save’ in a strictly spiritual sense—how 
many will flock together for such a 
purpose? To promise to heal the body 
brings crowds; to promise to save the 
soul brings a blank stare. We spend 
millions on hospitals, on medical re- 
search, on efforts to cure cancer, polio 
and tuberculosis—and who would not 
thank God for that? But in compari- 
son we spend pennies for the cure 
and salvage of the human soul. 

With a high sense of final values, Dr. 
Evans calls Christians to regain a Chris- 
tian interest in the spiritual equation of 
human beings. To see what happens to 


CARL F. H. HENRY 


Christian 
Personal Ethies 


“‘An important contribution to the literature of 
moral philosophy . . . strongly recommended for 
courses in Christian ethics.’"—Dr. Ben Kimpel. 
““Monumental . . . fills a gap of many years’ du- 
ration."’—Dr. Gordon H. Clark. 6.95 


GEORGE E. LADD 
The Blessed Hope 


A Biblical Study of the 
Second Advent and the Rapture 


““Ladd’s recent volumes on eschatology are ex- 
ercising more influence than the writings of any 
other evangelical scholar of our day in this par- 
ticular field.""—Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. 3.00 


JESSE W. HODGES 


Christ’s Kingdom 
and Coming 


An Analysis of Dispensationalism 

This new book is comprehensive, clear and non- 
technical in language. Dr. Hodges has been a Bap- 
tist pastor for more than forty years. 3.00 


At your bookstore 
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of sample materials on re- 
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minister in Virginia 


“CurisTIANITY Topay is one of 
the most valuable magazines I re- 
ceive. In variety and general ex- 
cellence of material—spiritual and 
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The ideal gift subscription for Chris- 
tian leaders is CurisTIANITy Topay. 
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by James Denney, D.D. 
A classic work in this 
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§ interpretation in the 
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in relation to evange- 
lism, 


$3.00 
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the soul of man is of supreme importance 
in the mind of God. 

Dr. Evans is a wise counsellor. His 
style is unpretentious and pungent. The 
inescapable conclusion that the reader 
reaches as he coms to the end of this 
book is that in all the major areas of 

interest, the Christian faith 
This is evidence that no clever 


human 
Wwe rks. 


_unbeliever can rule out of the court, of 
honest judgment. 


The pastor will find this book of value 
to make practical applications of the 
Gospel message. The layman will find 
inspiration to manifest his Christian 
life that it may exert an influence over 
those outside of the church. 

Joun R. RicHarpson 


TOOLS OR CRUTCHES 


Master Book of New Illustrations, 
by Walter B. Knight. Eerdmans, 
Grand Rapids. $6.95. 

The publication of a volume of ser- 
monic illustrations is always both an asset 
and a liability for the preacher. On the 
one hand, it provides him with a wide 
assortment of materials to which he can 
turn for the purpose of illuminating 
most any propositional truth of Scrip- 
ture. And only an insignificant few 
would challenge the value of illustrations 
wisely selected and used with discretion. 
They add to the impact of a sermon and 
often make a lasting impression upon the 
minds of the audience, thus aiding the 
memory in recalling the principles they 
elucidate. On the other hand, a book of 
this kind by its very nature is a common 
storehouse. When employed by a large 
number of preachers the freshness of the 
materials is lost to congregations through 
repetition. For this reason certain classic 
illustrations have merited the label 
“canned.” 

While insisting that the best illustra- 
tions are those which the preacher 
personally garners from a great variety of 
sources, we also admit the desirability of 
publications of this sort. Whether in an 
individual case they become tools or 
crutches depends entirely upon the man- 
ner in which they are used. 

This is the second massive volume of 
illustrations to come from the pen of Mr. 
Knight. It consists of 760 double- 
columned pages. One finds it difficult to 
name any major topic overlooked by the 
author. The materials are arranged ac- 
cording to subjects, which in turn ap- 
pear alphabetically. The one weakness 
at this point is the omission of an index 
with cross-references. Many illustrations 
admit of several applications, but, ex- 
cept in the few instances where Knight 






records them under several classifications, 
this factor has been neglected. 

On the whole, the illustrations are 
lucid; however, occasionally one meets 
with obscurity and ambiguity. As for 
quality, one must allow the right of per- 
sonal taste. In the opinion of the reviewer 
more than one-half of the materials are 
unsuitable. Some have long ago lost their 
novelty. Some seem pointless. Some are 
stereotyped. Many others lack polish, but 
can be made effective if the minister re- 
phrases them, drops old cliches and 
dresses them up in more dignified lan- 
guage. Notwithstanding these defects, 
preachers, teachers and Christian workers 
will profit from the purchase of this book. 
The ordinary layman will find inspiration, 
instruction and delight of soul in its 
pages. We therefore commend the author 
for his contribution to this field, a contri- 
bution born of much reading and re- 
search. Ricnarp ALLEN Bopey 


CHALLENGING CALL 


James, Your Brother, by Lehman 
Strauss. Loizeaux Brothers, 1956. 
$3.00. 

The warmly devotional and practical 
meditations on the Epistle of James in 
this recent book by Dr. Strauss provide 
a fresh and challenging call to Christian 
living. The Epistle of James is itself, of 
course, an eminently practical book 
which should be an unfailing stimulus 
to the performance of the duty which 
God requires of man. But to be best 
understood and most profitably used it 
should be interpreted in the context of 
the whole revelation that God has given 
us in the Scriptures. Dr. Strauss con- 
stantly endeavors to bring the light of 
other parts of the Bible to bear on the 
understanding of his text. A most wel- 
come and wholesome feature of his ap- 
proach is his high view of the Bible as 
the inspired and infallible Word of God 
and his consequent realization that the 
part has relevance to the whole and 
the whole to the part. 

The author's experience as both pastor 
and teacher has unquestionably made a 
contribution to the clarity, simplicity, 
directness and effectiveness of his presen- 
tation. He is concerned to reach his 
reader; he is not averse to addressing him 
in a warm-hearted, earnest, pastoral way; 
he labors that the practical Epistle of 
James may bring forth practical fruits in 
the reader’s faith and life. 

The reviewer does not agree with all 
the positions taken in the book but is 
grateful for its devout and heartening 
summons to the service of our great God 
and Saviour. Joun H. SxrTon 
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REVIEW OF 


| an Religions Thoushe 


In the current issue of Pastoral Care 
attention is called to the centennial of 
the birth of Sigmund Freud (1856- 
1939). The Rev. Kenneth H. Rogers, 
Ph.D., tells something of the life of the 
famous Austrian Jewish psychoanalyst 
and his present significance for religion. 
Freud was a man of deep feeling who sel- 
dom revealed it, although control was 
often difficult for him. He was a good 
husband and an exemplary father of his 
six children. Professionally, he began as 
a neurologist and achieved distinction 
before he turned his attention to hypno- 
tism in 1895. “This led to the use of 
the method of ‘free association’ as a 
cathartic technique in working with 
neurotic patients. The great turning- 
point came with Freud’s intuition that 
‘free association’ was not really free, but 
determined in every possible respect.” 

The above experience led to his first 
fundamental principle in psychoanalysis, 
namely, that all mental phenomena are 
completely determined. All abnormal be- 
havior was but an inhibition or distor- 
tion of this normal deterministic pat- 
tern; this was his derivative second 
principle. 

The nature of this psychological de- 
terministic pattern as being oriented in 
the libido, which is usually taken as 
basically a sexual drive, has been re- 
garded as uncongenial to Christian 
thought. Certainly Freud himself was 
hostile to religion. But Dr. Rogers feels 
that we may distinguish between the 
man and his method and use the latter 
for religious purposes. (One cannot help 
feeling that the religious Freudians are 
betraying a “sacred” trust of their dead 
master.) In any case, the enlightening 
article is rather provoking in not ex- 
plaining quite what this area of coopera- 
tion between psychoanalysis and religion 
‘especially Christianity) A system 
developed by an intelligent man who 
used it in lieu of, or against, religious 
theories, cannot now be taken captive 
by religion without some more convinc- 
ing justification than is here given. 

" The question of the nature of God and 
gospel makes the brilliant analysis of the 
present trend to religion on college cam- 
puses, by Lewis W. Spitz (“Jerusalem 
and Athens: A Tale of Two Cities” in 
The Lutheran Scholar, January 1957) 
all the more intriguing. After a survey of 
considerable evidence of a return to reli- 
gion in the colleges, Dr. Spitz warns: 





“There is, it should now be obvious, no 
cause for a premature celebration of 
Christendom over the return to religion 
on the campus. But therein lies the 
challenge.” A return to religion may be 
good, depending on what religion. The 
professor then makes some suggestions 
especially appealing to Lutheranism 
which he calls American Protestantism’s 
“secret weapon” (quoted from Professor 
Sidney Meade). 

Speaking of Lutheranism reminds us 
of a strong statement that this theology, 
though it has sometimes adopted episco- 
pal government, has never regarded it 
as essential (Ragnar Askmark, “The 
Lutheran Church and Episcopal Suc- 
cession” in The Lutheran World, Sep- 
tember 1956). At the same time the 
Episcopal Church organ, Living Voice, 
gives notice that the Church of South 
India is in danger precisely because it is 
apparently playing free and loose with 
this essential of the church (April 7, 
1957). “A warning that the Episcopal 
Church is faced with decisions that 
might well lead to serious rifts was ex- 
pressed by the Rev. Canon Albert J. du 
Bois, executive director of the American 
Church Union. Canon du Bois . . . said 
he was referring specifically to recom- 
mendations concerning the relationship 
of the Church to the pan-Protestant 
Church of South India. . 


” In the en- 


suing report, evidence of departure from | 


the Episcopal view of the bishopric plus 
laxity in doctrine are the chief grounds 
of the present anxiety. [The Ordinal of 
the Book of Common Prayer requires un- 
equivocal adherence to Christian doc- 








trine, belief in Catholic sacramental doc- | 


trine and belief in Catholic Orders— | 


requirements which the C.S.I. ministry 
did not fulfill.] Canon du Bois said his 
criticism was offered along the lines of 
the purpose of the ACU “to uphold the 
doctrine, discipline and worship of the 
Episcopal Church; to extend the knowl- 
edge of the Catholic faith and practice of 
the Church,” and “to maintain unim- 
paired the position of the Episcopal 
Church as an integral part of the whole 
Catholic Church of Christ.” 

These two notes, a Lutheran insistence 
on the dispensability of episcopal order 
and an Episcopalian insistence on its 
indispensability, point up the fact that 
the acids of modernity have not eaten 
away this ancient bone of contention. 

Joun H. Gerstner 
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THE FOOD SUPPLEMENT DIGEST 


An Informative News Source For The Independent Distributor 





SUPRA-VITE INCREASED INCOME PLAN 
ENDORSED BY LEADING CHURCHMEN 


TWO NEW SUPRA-VITE PRODUCTS 
MEET NATIONWIDE APPROVAL 





BROOKLYN, N.Y.—By means of a flash 
cross country trip; long-distance conference 
phone calls, and a unique mailing, Supra-Vite 
Sales International introduced to its distribu- 
tors two new products designed to complete 
the Supra-Vite family of fine food supple- 
ments. 

Supra-Vite Full-Strength Maintenance For- 
mula is a balanced food supplement designed 
to meet the needs of every member of the 
family except infants and adults nutritionally 
below par. An ingenious packaging arrange- 
ment allows the distributor to purchase this 
fine product in six-month units (retail price 
$23.00). He can then sell it as a six-month 
unit at his regular profit or sell it as three 
separate two-month units and make an extra 
four dollars on the sale! 

Supra-Vite Multi-Vitamin Drops is a delicious 
raspberry-flavored liquid, beautifully pack- 
aged. It supplies generous potencies of } sad 


important vitamins and a base containing 


pure vegetable concentrates. A 60 cc. bottle— 
enough to last a child for two months, an in- 


fant for four months—retails for only $4.95. | 
Clinically tested for over two years by a group | 
of leading New York pediatricians, this fine 


formula proved a favorite with both doctors 
and parents because of its high nutritional 
value. The children love the flavor so much 
that they actually considered it a reward to 
get their vitamins each day! 

Although these two new products meet a defi- 
nite need, the acknowledged leader of the 
Supra-Vite family of fine food supplements is 
still SUPRA-VITE SPECIAL FOOD SUP- 
PLEMENT, a product designed for those 
whose needs are great or who are nutrition- 
ally below par and in need of a rebuilding 
program. Supra-Vite key agents agree that the 
bulk of their sales will continue to come from 
this remarkable product, long an acknowl- 
edged leader in the food supplement field. 


SUPRA-VITE SOUND-COLOR MOVIE 
“NUTRITION, HEALTH AND YOU” 
WINS WIDE ACCLAIM 


HOLLYWOOD, CAL.—The world premier of this 
engrossing, provocative health film, held a critical 
audience in suspense for twenty minutes. Directed 
by Gene Spiller, Ph.D., Doctor of Chemistry, it 
dramatizes in a step-by-step presentation the essen- 
tials of a balanced diet and shows how such a diet 
can be kept in balance. You see kelp harvested, 
yeast cultures grow. The audience was visibly 
moved. They found it rewarding to know that better 
health is available to every man, woman and child 
in this country. This stimulating film is available to 
Supra-Vite distributors, complete with projector for 
group showings at church, PTA meetings and organi- 
zational meetings. It’s a vital message for everyone 
to see and hear. 





Nat Bernard, President and Choirman of the Board 
of Supra-Vite Sales International, Inc., world-wide 
disiributors of Supra-Vite Food Supplements. 





“NEW CAR EVERY YEAR” OFFER 
TAKES INDUSTRY BY STORM 


ous 


DETROIT, MICH.—Never before in the his- 
'tory of the food supplement industry has a 
company automatically supplied each and 
| every qualifying agent with his choice of either 
a brand new Ford, or Chevrolet, or Plymouth. 
Yet, right now, Supra-Vite agents are riding 
around in these wonderful new °57 cars— 
completely insured and maintained—courtesy 
ot Supra-Vite Sales International! 
These cars come completely power-equipped 
| and are the latest word in style and engineer- 
ing. The colors and styling, inside and out, 
are chosen by the individual distributor. 
Under the Supra-Vite plan, a new car is sup- 
lied automatically each year to the pe 
ying agent. Mr. Aan states that these 
cars bear no company identification and are 
exclusively for the business and pleasure use 
of the distributor. 





Supra-Vite Marketing Plan and Sensational New 
Products Enable You To Earn Up To $10.00 Per 
Hour Part-time—Up To $500. Per Week Full-time 
NEW YORK, N.Y.—At a special press con- 
ference, Nat Bernard, President and Chair- 


| man of the Board of Supra-Vite Sales Inter- 


national, Inc., outlined a series of new major 
developments in his company’s sales and mar- 
keting operation. Mr. Bernard stressed the 
ever-increasing number of clergymen who, 
together with their wives, have become suc- 
cessful as Supra-Vite representatives. Said 
Mr. Bernard, “Although our marketing plan 
is not specifically involved with the formal 
aspects of religion, more and more members 
of the clergy are finding that the selling of 


Supra-Vite products brings them personal sat- | 
isfaction as well as increased personal income. | 


It has always been my personal belief that 


salvation of the body is second only to salva- | 
tion of the soul. Many of my ministerial 

friends have told me how strongly they feel | 
about selling Supra-Vite—that it was the best | 
way they knew of providing extra income for | 


themselves and their families and helping 
others to better nutritional health at the 
same time. 

“It’s no wonder,” concluded Mr. Bernard, 
“that we have presently over 1,000 ministers 
and their wives acting as Supra-Vite repre- 
sentatives—and dozens of new inquiries are 
coming in each day.” 


$250,000 NATION WIDE 
ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN SCHEDULED 

NEW YORK CITY, N.Y.—To bring home 
to the American public the theme “THE 
COMPLETE FAMILY OF SUPRA-VITE 
FOOD SUPPLEMENTS FOR THE EN- 
TIRE FAMILY,” a series of advertisements 
is running in LIFE, SATURDAY EVENING 
POST, and PARENTS’ MAGAZINE. 








SUPRA-VITE LIFETIME 


RETIREMENT PLAN NEARS COMPLETION 
HARTFORD, CONN.—A board of leading 


consultants in the insurance, pension and re- 
tirement field has been hard at work for the 
past year perfecting a comprehensive retire- 
ment plan for Supra-Vite distributors. This 
plan will be inaugurated by no later than Fall 
of this year. It will feature company payments 
on a participating basis, encompassing life 
insurance and mutual funds, It is estimated 
that the average distributor will be able to 
retire within ten years on a lifetime income of 
from $300 to $1000 per month. 











A Personal Message 
from Mr. Nat Bernard 
to All Readers of This Page 


We are constantly on the lookout for 
enthusiastic sales-minded ministers, min- 
ister’s wives and lay church people who 
want to become part of our world-wide 
distributor family. All over America peo- 
ple just like yourself are sharing in the 
high income and benefits that accrue to 
them as Supra-Vite representatives. We 
have room for men and women who want 
to perform the good Christian service of 
nutritional evangelism and, at the same 
time, give themselves the peace of mind 
and financial security they deserve. Whether 
or not you are presently in the selling 
field, write to me personally. Be sure to 
give full details. No post cards please. All 
inquiries will be treated in strictest con- 
dence. 


Address all correspondence to: 
NAT BERNARD, President 
SUPRA-VITE SALES INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


76th Ave. at Woodhaven Bivd. 
BROOKLYN 27, NEW YORK 











